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Who? 

 

Who used physics to si-
lence enemy barrages ? 

See page 16 

How? 

 

How did tree stumps 
help the artillery? 

See page 5 

Where? 

 

Where did the only black 
battalion in the CEF 

Serve?  

See page 6 

The First Zeppelin Seen From Piccadilly Circus, 8th September 1915 

Andrew Gow, 1915 (IWM Collection) 

A dark and gloomy evening scene in Piccadilly Circus with a German Zeppelin airship and bar-
rage balloons visible in the night sky illuminated by the beam of a searchlight. In the fore-

ground Piccadilly Circus is busy with civilians and traffic, including a red bus. 
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https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-black-on-the-battlefield-canadas-forgotten-first-world-war-battalion/?fbclid=IwAR1PHvSWsmjscfRmw_Mh3Y0JXW_bA7Xz_fQ6YrFfmVR3CD3cCtWWeHzX7-Y
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Western Front Association 

Pacific Coast Branch 

The Pacific Coast Branch of The Western Front Associa-
tion was founded in 1999 and has members from the 
Provinces of British Columbia, Alberta and Saskatche-
wan; and the States of Washington, Oregon, California, 
Virginia and Georgia. The worldwide membership in 
the Western Front Association is over 6,500 in 60 sepa-
rate Branches in Europe, North America, Australia and 
New Zealand. 

The WFA is non-political and does not seek to glorify 
war. Its principal objective is to perpetuate the 
memory, courage and comradeship of the people on 
all sides who served their countries during the Great 
War in and over France and Belgium, on other fronts, 
at sea and in their own countries. 

Another important objective is to inform and educate 
the public on the continuing relevance the Great War 
has on the modern world. 

The Listening Post 

This newsletter is produced by the Western Front As-
sociation, Pacific Coast Branch.   Membership in the 
WFA-PBC is $30.00 annually  and includes subscription 
to the Listening Post.   Submission of pictures and arti-
cles can be sent via email to  
editor@wfapacificcoast.org . 

Message from the Branch Executive 

A vibrant three-year period of growth and develop-
ment reached a milestone at the Branch's Annual Gen-
eral Meeting, March 10. Consistent with the undertak-
ing he gave back in 2015, John Azar stepped down as 
Branch Chair, entitled to feel great pride in his stew-
ardship of the Pacific Coast Branch over that time. Un-
der John's watch the Branch membership grew to 
nearly a hundred and the quality and diversity of annu-
al seminar programming grew along with it. 

That diversity was on full display March 9 and 10. Tim 
Cook, military historian extraordinaire, delivered the 
opening presentation on Saturday morning, "The Lega-
cy of Canada's Great War", to great acclaim. Those 
attending the Saturday night mess dinner were treated 
to another fine presentation by Dr. Cook. Other wor-
thy full-length presentations were delivered by familiar 
faces -- Yvonne Van Ruskenveld, Sal Campagno and 
Chandar Sundaram -- but those attending the seminar 
were also treated to excellent presentations by new-
comers -- young John Evans and Branch "rookie', Allan 
Hart. 

At the seminar close March 10 the AGM agreed to a 
new governance model: the running, operation and 
administration of the organization is now in the hands 
of a four-person Branch Executive. The inaugural Exec-
utive comprises Claudia Berry, Roger McGuire, Alan 
MacLeod and Sherri Robinson. 

An early initiative was to invite the whole membership 
to indicate their preferences for future seminar con-
tent from an array of categories. The preferences 
members have indicated as well as their specific sug-
gestions and proposals will help inform program choic-
es for the 2020 seminar. 

Any notion that interest in the Great War has evapo-
rated is belied by this: in the post-seminar survey 
members suggested more than three dozen subjects 
they'd like to see addressed in a future seminar. Nine-
teen members proposed thirty-four presentations 
they'd be willing to deliver themselves. 

Acting on member advice offered after the seminar, 
the Executive has named Jim Kempling to take the lead 
role in an advisory group that will make program rec-
ommendations for 2020.  

Your new Branch Executive is grateful that a string 
of important roles will continue to be filled by 
those who have been looking after them on our 
collective behalf. Rob Forbes will continue his yeo-
man work as editor of The Listening Post, Blair 
Matheson as treasurer, and Chandar Sundaram as 
registrar. John Azar will continue to be the 
Branch's webmaster; Alan MacLeod continues as 
branch secretary. A man who has filled many roles 
for the Branch from the very start, Gavin Cooper 
will take on a new one in the new regime: special 
advisor to the Executive. 

Your new Executive looks forward to ensuring it 
preserves what members like best about the an-
nual seminar while at the same time seeing to it 
that we listen to members' ideas for making it 
even better in 2020 and beyond.  

Alan MacLeod, Branch Executive Member 

mailto:wfa@prfconsulting.com


3 

3 

The Listening Post Issue 74-Spring 2019 

A Tree-mendous Tale 

Imperial War Museum 

The camouflage tree observation post is one of the more 
unusual objects in our collection.  

This highlight from our First World War Galleries tells us 
much about the way that the war was fought, and also 
how its impact is still with us today in unexpected and 
surprising ways. 

By 1915, the Western Front had become deadlocked 
with both sides failing to achieve victory. In a bid to out-
manoeuvre one another, vast networks of trenches soon 
stretched across the continent as armies dug in to de-
fend their existing positions. This made observation of 
the enemy – reading their movements and strengths – 
even more challenging. The art of camouflage offered a 
way to see without being seen. 
 
Soldier-artists would select and accurately sketch a tree 
in no man’s land. This would then be used to build an 
exact and hollow replica with a steel core, positioned 
behind the lines. Carefully and courageously, the real 
tree would be removed at night time and the replica 
erected so as not to arouse the attention of the enemy. 

An observer could then crawl up inside the tree and ob-
serve the enemy undetected and protected by his steel 
tree The French Army were the first to create an obser-
vation post from a fake tree. Their military camouflage 
unit, the very first in existence, was established in Febru-
ary 1915.  

Its ranks included artists, some of whom had been Cub-
ists before the war, who pioneered the use of colourful 
‘disruptive’ patterns to help conceal larger guns from 
being seen by enemy aircraft. 

They provided inspiration and guidance to the British 
Army and when they turned their skills to observation, 
the British were soon to follow.  Under the supervision 
of artist Lieutenant-Colonel Solomon J Solomon, the 
British Army erected their first fake tree in March 1916. 

Imperial War Museums acquired this tree in 1918. It is 
believed that there are only two museums in the world 
with a camouflage tree in their collections. The legacy of 
the work of these ‘camoufleurs’ can be still be felt today, 
from the uniforms of armies across the globe to high 

A cross-section of the  camouflaged observation tree with an artil-
lery spotter. 
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The 20th Annual Conference 

In early March, more than 100 members and guests attended the 20th Annual Conference of the Western 
Front Association, Pacific Coast Branch.  It was another weekend packed full of good friends, good food and 
most of all, good knowledge.  Excellent presentations were made throughout the days by a wide variety of 
speakers.  Here are some pictures of the event.   

Dr. Tim Cook, keynote speaker 
The :Legacy of Canada’s Great War 

Alan MacLeod and Ray Travers 
Shelburne Memorial Avenue 

Salvatore  Compagno 
Secret Treaties 

Keith Maxwell and John Azar 
Mons, Belgium, 11 November 2018 
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Yvonne van Ruskenveld 
What every disabled soldier should know 

Greg Newton and Jim Kempling 
Canadian Great War Project Update 

John T. Evans 
Beaverbrook Vimy Prize Programme 

Dr. Chandar Sundaram 
The Punjab in the aftermath of WW1 

Allan Hart 
My Grandparent’s Story 

The new Branch Executive 

Alan MacLeod, Sherri Robin-
son, Claudia Berry and Rog-
er McGuire 
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Black on the Battlefield 

Jessica Leeder, Globe and Mail 

 
The year was 1914 and while the war was escalating 
in Europe, a different struggle took root in Canada. 

Young black men determined to serve their country – 
men who had left jobs and uprooted families in pur-
suit of a military unit that might accept them – were 
being rejected by recruiters from Nova Scotia to 
British Columbia. One commanding officer in New 
Brunswick turned away 20 healthy black recruits at 
once because he believed his white soldiers should 
not "have to mingle with Negroes,” according to a 
letter he wrote to his superiors in Halifax. 

This war, black Canadians were told, had no use for 
people of their colour. 

That unofficial policy kept most black Canadians from 
enlisting for the better part of two years, although 
some did manage to convince sympathetic com-
manding officers to allow them into mostly white 
units. Black leaders and their white supporters were 
unwilling to accept being shut out en masse, though. 
After two years of lobbying – fighting to fight – a 
compromise was cautiously forged. Black Canadians 
were told they could enlist if they could muster 
enough men to form their own, segregated battalion, which would be based out of the way in tiny Pictou, a 
community on Nova Scotia’s North Shore that had no black residents. 

Still, the plan was to recruit more than 1,000 men from across the country from Canada and, ultimately, the 
United States and the British West Indies. 

But there was a catch: The battalion’s soldiers would not be given guns. Instead, they would be outfitted with 
shovels and forestry tools. Instead of fighting alongside Allied forces on the front lines, the Black Battalion – 
officially the No. 2 Construction Battalion, CEF, and the only segregated battalion formed – would ship out as 
a non-combat force trained to dig trenches, carry the dead, build prisons and fell trees in France’s Joux for-
est. 

“In France, in the firing line, there is no place for a black battalion,” wrote Major-General W.G. Gwatkin, Chief 
of the General Staff in Ottawa, who derided black recruits in the same announcement he made to enable 
their service. Having black soldiers on the front line “would be eyed askance,” he wrote. “It would crowd out 
a white battalion; and it would be difficult to reinforce.” 

Their second-class status was one of many difficult challenges faced by the Black Battalion, whose soldiers 
suffered some of the most oppressive conditions during the war but received little recognition for their sacri-
fice and service. They were not honoured as heroes when they returned to Halifax in 1919 nor when the 
battalion was officially disbanded in 1920. Their story went largely unacknowledged until 1986, when Senator 
Calvin Ruck published his book, The Black Battalion: Canada’s Best Kept Military Secret. The thin volume was 
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the culmination of years of painstaking research. Even Mr. Ruck, who was born in Sydney, N.S., had never 
heard tell of the No. 2 Construction Battalion. 

Formed in July, 1916, the unit recruited just more than 600 men, including about 300 from Nova Scotia, 350 
from Ontario and a collection of Western Canadian, American and international recruits. Their first assign-
ment was to dig up rail lines across New Brunswick. They eventually left from Halifax in March, 1917, on the 
troopship Southland. They landed in England and dug trenches for troops training there and repaired roads; 
within months, they were attached to the Canadian Forestry Corps and sent to France for logging and milling 
work, to carry out road repairs and to haul supplies. 

“They were viewed as being mentally and physically inferior. They joined in obscurity. They trained in obscu-
rity. They fought and served in obscurity," said Douglas Ruck, a Halifax-based lawyer and Senator Ruck’s son. 
He recalls the family dining table being blanketed for years with the archival records his father had collected 
to piece together the Black Battalion’s story. 

It is as much about their absence from most Canadian history books as it is about their role in the war. Alt-
hough her father, Joseph Parris, served in the No. 2, Sylvia Parris grew up with no knowledge of the battalion. 
She learned much of the story after Mr. Ruck published his book and says it has helped her understand why 
her father and the rest of the battalion rarely told their stories, which were neither heroic nor prideful. 

“They went to the war in the face of systemic and individual racism. They went because their country, how-
ever they came to it, was their country, too. They had families to protect," she said, adding: “They came back 
to those same systemic issues. And they kept to themselves as a means of survival.” 

Russell Grosse, executive director of the Black Cultural Centre for Nova Scotia, said few stayed in touch after 
the war despite the fact many 
lived near each other. In 1982, 
when Mr. Ruck and the BBC 
held a ceremony in Halifax to 
honour nine remaining veter-
ans of the battalion, the men 
were practically strangers. But 
the recognition they received 
that night, Mr. Grosse said, 
showed the veterans and their 
families that they deserved a 
legacy. 

“They were so abused and mis-
used along the way. Every day 
was a struggle for them just to 
be a part of the organization,” 
said George Borden, a histori-
an who grew up with several 
Black Battalion veterans in his 
Nova Scotia community. “They 
were the last to get supplied. They were the last to get paid. These were young men, but they were men,” he 
said. “It completely destroyed their self-pride.” 

Official recognition of their service came in 1993, when Pictou’s Market Wharf, the site of the battalion’s first 
headquarters, was declared a national historic site. 

Members of No. 2 Construction Company at La Joux Camp in France. La Joux had men of various 
nationalities working there. Here, Russian soldiers are mingling with the men of the battalion and 

other military services. 
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FOR EVERMORE: Grand Forks, British Columbia 

Alan MacLeod 

Grand Forks is named for the river junction 
beside which the Boundary Country com-
munity took root: the junction of the Kettle 
and Granby rivers. It was the presence of 
copper that attracted people to the com-
munity in the 1890s. Among those drawn to 
settle at Grand Forks in the early years of 
the 20th Century were Russian pacifists, 
Doukhobors, whose descendants still live in 
the region.  

By the time of the 1911 Canadian census 
the population of Grand Forks was about 
1,500 souls. We do not know exactly how 
many young men of the town set aside 
whatever they had been doing in order to 
become soldiers in the Canadian Expedi-
tionary Force but we do know this: under 
the heading Their Names Shall Live For Ever 

1914—1918 on the Grand Forks cenotaph there are forty-six names of those who went to war and died in 
the service of ‘King and Country’. The war memorial is situated in front of the attractive 1913 city hall build-
ing, originally the community post office. 

Among the 46 names is that of Alfred Gyde Heaven. Alfred claimed to be in his 
nineteenth year when he enlisted in the 102nd (Northern British Columbia) Battal-
ion in early 1916. In contrast to so many other infantry battalions raised in the 
early months of the war the 102nd was kept intact; its men fought together in 
Flanders and France, earning a string of battle honours. 

Some 128 men of the 102nd were counted among more than three thousand Ca-
nadians who died in the battle for Vimy Ridge in the four days Monday, April 9, 
through Thursday, April 12, 1917. Corporal Heaven was not among those who 
died outright. Seriously wounded in the Vimy fighting, he endured until April 21 
when he died of his wounds in the military hospital at Shrewsbury, England. By 
the end of his days Heaven had been awarded the Military Medal for gallantry 
and had reached the grand old age of 18. 

There is a name that ought to be included on the Grand Forks cenotaph but is absent: that of Louis Anthony 
Dobry. Louis enlisted the day before his 19th birthday, March 8, 1916. In his attestation he gave his birthplace 
as Prague, Oklahama, but the Commonwealth War Graves Commission database suggests another Oklahoma 
birthplace: Kremlin, about 130 miles further to the northwest. Whether Prague or Kremlin, the community 
names give us some idea of the eastern European ethnicity of the settlers from away who made a home for 
themselves in the Oklahoma country of the 19th Century.  

Young Dobry was a student at the University of Alberta at the time he decided to swap his role as a student 
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for that of a soldier. Dobry’s initial unit was the 218th (Edmonton) Battalion but the 
218th never saw action in the front lines; it was broken up, its men redistributed to 
front line formations. By late October 1917 Private Dobry was soldiering in another 
Edmonton battalion, the 49th, in the mire of Passchendaele. Some 850 Canadians died 
on the single day, October 30, one of them the son of Joseph and Annie Dobry of 
Grand Forks.  

Death register cards are typically laconic in describing the circumstances of a soldier’s 
end: ‘Killed in Action’ is frequently all one gets. In Dobry’s case the recorder provided 
significantly more detail: While taking part in an attack on the German lines, in the vi-
cinity of Passchendaele, he was shot through the head by an enemy sniper’s bullet, and 
instantly killed. 

One measure of the hellish conditions prevailing in the mud of Passchendaele is of the 
850 who died on October 30 more than half simply disappeared: for 467 of the men who died that day there 
would be no known grave: they are all -- Dobry included -- remembered on the on the great memorial to the 
missing of Flanders, the Menin Gate. 

One of the names on the Grand Forks cenotaph is an unusual one, a German name, 
Traunweiser. Standing at a community war memorial, it is always tempting to imagine 
the stew of emotions besetting a German-Canadian at the prospect of going to war 
against his cousins fighting on the opposite side of the Western Front. Among the 
more than six hundred thousand men and women who served in the Canadian Expedi-
tionary Force there were  just two Traunweisers. Born at Calgary in November 1890, 
George Noble Traunweiser was a law student when he enlisted in the 4th University 
Company, PPCLI Reinforcements, September 1915. The second Traunweiser was 
George's sibling, Edna, nursing sister. 

Traunweiser served a year as a dispatch rider, then, following the lead of other infan-
trymen who felt similar inspiration, he decided his future was in the air: he became a 
flier. On April 2, 1918, serving in No. 22 Squadron, Lt. Traunweiser fired a drum into an 
enemy triplane, bringing it down west of Vauvillers. Just fourteen days later, April 16, 
he was killed in action, one of four men of the Royal Air Force who died that day.  

Lt. Traunweiser's final resting place is Haverskerque British Cemetery in northern France. He is the only Cana-

dian buried there. 

The Sousa Bunker near Aubers, west of Lille.  See more modern photos on page 18. 
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West Point Classes and the Great War 

Mark McLain 

West Point was the main source of officers to guide the U.S. Army before the entry of America into the Great 
War.  The huge mobilization entailed an equal increase in the officer corps which could West Point could not 
begin to cover.  But the officers that did have West Point in their background did account for most of the up-
per leadership positions within the Army and the AEF.  Here is a brief rundown of several who helped the 
American efforts. 

There were sixty Distinguished Service Crosses – the second-highest American military award - awarded to 
West Point graduates over the course of World War I with one posthumous Medal of Honor winner – Lieu-
tenant Colonel Emory Pike (1901).  Thirty-three graduates over fifteen classes died in action with the class of 
August 1917 losing the most – ten.  The highest-ranking graduates that were killed were Colonels Bertram 
Clayton – 1886, William Davis – 1892 and Hamilton Smith – 1893. 

The class of 1915 has been nicknamed “The Class the Stars 
Fell On”, a moniker earned after 59 of the 164 graduates – 
36% - reached the generals rank by the end of World War 
II – two five-star, two four-star, seven three-star, twenty-
four two-star and twenty-four one-star.  Of the class, 102 
members – 62% - served overseas in World War I – 
Dwight Eisenhower and Omar Bradley, both future Gener-
als of the Army were two who did not though not for lack 
of trying.  Of those who made it overseas, 56 – 34% - saw 
combat. 

The previous class with the same nickname was the class 
of 1886.  They were the largest graduating class from 
West Point until the Army expanded in 1903 – with 77 
graduates.  From that class, twenty-five reached into the 
stars – 32% - headlined by John J. Pershing.  Fourteen 
reached the two-star level with most commanding divi-
sions – AEF divisions were the size of corps in other armies 
at over 28,000 men.  Pershing getting his own special Con-
gressional rank (four plus stars) devised at the end of the 
war.  Mason Patrick and Charles Menoher both command-
ed the Air Service at different times.  Bertram Clayton was 
the one class member killed in action during an air attack 
on May 30,1918, just a couple of weeks after being pro-
moted to colonel. 

Two other men of 1888 had Oregon ties:  Charles Martin –
became Oregon governor in 1934 – and Ulysses Grant 
McAlexander – was the so-called “Rock of the Marne” for 
his defensive effort in mid-July 1918 during the last German offensive.  Another of the ‘87ers was James 
McAndrew who went from commandant of the AEF training schools to become Pershing’s Chief of Staff from 
May 1, 1918 until the end of May 1919. 

Seven men of the class of 1888 reached two stars with one From the classes post-1888 came a cohort of oth-

General Pershing (1886) and  Peyton March  (1888) who even-
tually reaching four star General.  He had started out as a com-
mander of a field artillery brigade – June 17,1917.  He was ele-
vated to Chief of Artillery for the AEF two months later before 

getting sent back to Washington, D.C. to become Army Chief of 
Staff at the end of September. 
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er prominent officers:  1891 included Major General John Hines - who served as a division commander during 
the war and would become Army Chief of Staff during the mid-1920’s – 
and Brigadier General James McIndoe – he was Chief of Engineers for the 
AEF and had been one of the officers responsible for the development of 
the Dalles-Celilo Canal on the Columbia River before the war.  McIndoe 
died of complications from the Spanish Flu February 5,1919 and is buried 
in the Aisne-Marne ABMC cemetery, the highest-ranking soldier in all the 
ABMC World War I cemeteries.  

Major General Fox Conner (1898) was Chief of Operations for the AEF and 
later commander of the 1st U.S. Army. 

Lieutenant General Stanley Embich (1899) served on the Supreme War 
Council during World War I – gaining a third star in World War II. 

General of the Army (five-star) Douglas MacArthur (1903) worked his way 
up to command the 42nd Division by the end of the war.  He returned to 
West Point as Superintendent in 1919 bringing a host of major changes to 
his alma mater – not all of which were well received by the conservative 
staff. 

General (four star) Joseph Stilwell (1904) as a corps level intelligence 
officer helped plan the St Mihiel offensive – he became America’s com-
mander-in-chief in China-Burma-India during World War II. 

Lieutenant General Frank Andrews (1906) was an airfield administrator during World War I – in 1943, he be-
came the European Theater commander when Eisenhower went to North Africa.  Andrews died in a plane 
crash in Iceland easing the way for Ike to return for D-Day. 

General Jonathan Wainwright (born in Walla Walla, Washington) served as Chief of Staff for the 
82nd Division during both the St Mihiel and Meuse-Argonne offensives – he would serve as the fall guy when 
MacArthur was ordered out of the Philippines in 1942. 

General of the Army Henry “Hap” Arnold (1907) was the second man in the Army to be rated as a pilot.  He 
served in the Aviation Section at Army headquarters in Washington, D.C. during World War I – he led the Ar-
my Air Force in World War II. 

General Robert Eichelberger (1909) served in the Siberian Intervention as an assistant to the 8th Division 
commander William Graves – he was a corps and army commander during World War II. 

General George Patton (1909) was wounded leading a tank brigade during the opening stages of the Meuse-
Argonne offensive – he went on to division, corps and finally army command in World War II. 

Lieutenant General Oscar Griswold (1910) served as a major and lieutenant colonel with the 84th Division 
during the Meuse-Argonne – he went on to corps level command during World War II and army level after. 

Lieutenant General Stephen Chamberlin (1912) served mostly with the New York Port of Embarkation during 
World War I – he served under MacArthur in New Guinea and the Philippines becoming an army commander 
post-World War II. 

General Walton Walker (1912) was a company and a battalion commander in the 5th Division during the First 
War – he commanded as a corps commander under Patton in World War II and served as commander in Ko-
rea where he died in a traffic accident in 1950. 

General Carl Spaatz (1914) was a flight instructor and pilot during World War I and an air force commander 
during the next, as well as serving as the first Chief of Staff for the U.S. Air Force in 1947. 

George Squier (1887) became Chief of the 
Signal Corps and went on to invent Muzak 

in the 1920s. 
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From the Yukon to the Somme: Anthony Blaikie 

Tim Scully 

During the 1st World War many medals of bravery were awarded to the Yukon soldiers. Of the first original 
50 men who enlisted in 1914, one soldier was awarded two medals of bravery, that being the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal and the Military Medal. He was one of 255 Canadian recipients of this medal combination in 
the CEF during the war.    

Anthony Blaikie was born on 13th March 1874 in Woodstock, New Brunswick and came to the Yukon Territo-
ry in 1898, likely with the rest of gold seekers by the lure of the Klondike Gold Rush.  

When war was declared in August 1914, Blaikie immediately enlisted with Boyle’s Yukon Machine Gun De-
tachment. This unit was raised and equipped at the expense by the gold mining entrepreneur Joseph White-
side Boyle. The Canadian military accepted Boyle’s generous gift to the war effort as they did for other nota-
ble influential people. Department Store magnate Timothy Eaton, Sir Clifford Sifton and Prime Minster Sir 
Robert Borden all contributed by funding similar machine gun units. Boyle’s unit would have to wait until 
they had 50 enlistees before they could leave to go “outside” (a term used by residents when leaving the ter-
ritory) to Vancouver, B.C. to be officially attested in the Canadian Expeditionary Force. In the meantime they 
would get some rudimentary training courtesy of the Royal North West Mounted Police . 

Initially the unit was trained with the 29th (Vancouver) Battalion but later transferred to the 2nd Canadian 
Mounted Rifles before going overseas. It was Joe Boyle’s insistence that the unit stay together and not be 
split up for use in other units. Hence when the unit was attached to the 2nd CMR they became the machine 
gun section and trained with horses. In the group photo the unit at the time had not been issued any badges 
for their uniform . 

On 16th August 1916, Blaikie landed in France with his unit. Blaikie having shown leadership qualities was 
promoted in the field to Corporal on 14th June and then Sergeant on 30th November. He was a well-
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respected NCO in every sense of the word and highly admired by his men. It was in November when Blaikie 
earned the Military Medal, MM, for the hard fighting near Courcelette.   “For conspicuous good work and 

devotion to duty near Courcelette from the 13th to the 19th November 1916 when the machine 
gun group under the O.C. of the Yukon Motor Machine Gun Battery were in action practically 
day and night. During the action of 18th November 1916, his belt filling machine was destroyed, 
he at once organized belt filling by hand and through his cool and efficient manner under heavy 
shell fire he succeeded in keeping his men working to the utmost and supplying badly needed 
ammunition.”  

Blaikie’s second medal of bravery was the Distinguished Con-
duct Medal, DCM, was for Passchendaele and was awarded 15th 
December 1917. It is suspected that the actual medal was not 
presented but only the ribbon was likely pinned to his tunic.  

The official citation reads:   “107121 Blaikie, Anthony, Sgt. 

MM, Canadian Machine Gun Corps, London Gazette 
28th March 1918 – For conspicuous gallantry and devo-
tion to duty when in command of four machine guns, his 
officer and other NCO’s being casualties. Under very 
heavy shelling in the open he repaired slightly damaged 
guns and kept them in action, and helped and dressed 
wounded.” 

The Battle of Passchedaele was costly for Canada. Over 15,600 
casualties was price of the Canadian Forces for a piece of 
ground that within the following year would be retaken by the 
German army. Blaikie survived the quagmire of the mud that 
took it’s share of casualties.  

A letter home explained how Anthony Blaikie fell in action in 
defense of the Somme: “...Stood them off all day, during 

the night Infantry fell back without warning machine 
guns. Our first intimation that infantry had left was 
when we saw the Boche advancing at about two hun-
dred yards away, in fours, we opened up with our two 
machine guns point blank and mowed them down in swaths, held them up and stuck it till ene-
my opened up from both flanks with machine guns and a whizz bang battery out in front and 
put one of our guns out of action. Then we withdrew about a quarter of a mile to a better posi-
tion. While retiring Sgt. Blaikie was killed and Pte. Fisher mortally wounded. Lyman stopped 
long enough to turn poor Blaikie over and found him to be dead, a bullet hitting him in the 
head, probably killing him instantly, had no time to take either his papers or personal ef-

fects….”   

Curiously, Blaikie’s DCM and MM medals are inscribed on 
the edge not only with his name, but also with two unit. 
identifiers.  The MM shows two units: “107121 
SJT:A.BLAIKIE. YUKON COY CAN:M.M.G.S.” and the DCM 
shows “107121 SJT:A.BLAIKIE. M.M. YUKON 
M.M.G.BY:CAN:M.G.C.” .  Has any other medal collector 
ever seen this ? 
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At Bois de Borrus:  The night before  

Major Ashby Williams, Commander 1/320 Inf Reg’t, 80 Div US Army 

 
After the men had had their coffee—I remember I drank a good swig of it, too—I gave directions that the 
men should get in shape to move out of the woods. Then followed one of the most horrible experiences of 
my whole life in the war, and one which I hope never to have to go through again. The Boche began to shell 
the woods.  

When the first one 
came over I was 
sitting under the 
canvas that had 
been still spread 
over the cart shafts. 
It fell on the up side 
of the woods. As I 
came out another 
one fell closer. I 
was glad it was dark 
because I was 
afraid my knees 
were shaking. I was 
afraid of my voice, 
too, and I remem-
ber I spoke in a 
loud voice so it 
would not tremble, 
and gave orders 
that Commanders 
should take their 

units to the dugouts 
which were less than a hundred yards away until the shelling was over, as I did not think it necessary to sacri-
fice any lives under the circumstances. Notwithstanding my precautions, some of the shells fell among the 
cooks and others who remained about the kitchens, killing some of them and wounding others. 

In about twenty minutes I ordered the companies to fall in on the road by our area preparatory to marching 
out of the woods. They got into a column of squads in perfect order, and we had proceeded perhaps a hun-
dred yards along the road in the woods when we came on to one of the companies of the Second Battalion 
which we were to follow that night.  

We were held there perhaps forty-five minutes while the Second Battalion ahead of us got in shape to move 
out. One cannot imagine the horrible suspense and experience of that wait. The Boche began to shell the 
woods again. There was no turning back now, no passing around the companies ahead of us, we could only 
wait and trust to the Grace of God. 

We could hear the explosion as the shell left the muzzle of the Boche gun, then the noise of the shell as it 
came toward us, faint at first, then louder and louder until the shell struck and shook the earth with its ex-

The 80th Division moves to the front for the Meuse-Argonne Offensive 

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-v6SQbno8ou0/XILBLA_HwDI/AAAAAAAAPuM/FMCvhagmRYoXvK02MIAWJAERUZgOKEoTACLcBGAs/s1600/roads_80thMA.jpg
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plosion. One can only feel, one cannot describe the horror that fills the heart and mind during this short in-
terval of time. You know he is aiming the gun at you and wants to kill you. In your mind you see him swab out 
the hot barrel, you see him thrust in the deadly shell and place the bundle of explosives in the breach; you 
see the gunner throw all his weight against the trigger; you hear the explosion like the single bark of a great 
dog in the distance, and you hear the deadly missile singing as it comes towards you, faintly at first, then dis-
tinctly, then louder and louder until it seems so loud that everything else has died, and then the earth shakes 
and the eardrums ring, and dirt and iron reverberate through the woods and fall about you. 

This is what you 
hear, but no man 
can tell what surges 
through the heart 
and mind as you lie 
with your face upon 
the ground listening 
to the growing 
sound of the hellish 
thing as it comes 
towards you. You do 
not think, sorrow 
only fills the heart, 
and you only hope 
and pray. And when 
the doubly-damned 
thing hits the 
ground, you take a 
breath and feel re-
lieved, and think how good God has been to you again. And God was good to us that night—to those of us 
who escaped unhurt. And for the ones who were killed, poor fellows, some blown to fragments that could 
not be recognized, and the men 
who were hurt, we said a prayer 
in our hearts. 

Such was my experience and 
the experience of my men that 
night in the Bois de Borrus, but 
their conduct was fine. I think, 
indeed, their conduct was the 
more splendid because they 
knew they were not free to shift 
for themselves and find shelter, 
but must obey orders, and obey 
they did in the spirit of fine sol-
diers to the last man. After that 
experience I knew that men like 
these would never turn back, 
and they never did. 

Machine Gunners of the 80th “Blue Ridge”” Division on the battlefield 

https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-5OB_pK3kbIY/W66JYB_zxCI/AAAAAAAADA4/NSkfkxF6rs0xPi266rgrfjcApZos5sLjwCLcBGAs/s1600/machine%2Bgunners.jpg
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How Science Quieted the Guns 

The Imperial War Museum 

You are on a First World War battlefield. An enemy artillery gun is firing at your lines. Lives are being lost. 
You need to stop that gun – but how can you stop it if you don’t know where it is?  

This was a constant problem faced by the 
British army in the First World War until 
a team of scientists solved it by perfecting 
a technique called sound ranging. 

Six microphones were placed in a curve 
behind the front line trenches and a soldier 
near the front line was given a button. 
Each microphone was connected to a thin 
wire that moved when it picked up a 
sound.  

As each wire cast a shadow onto a moving 
piece of photographic film, a record was 
made of the sound received by each micro-
phone. 

When an enemy gun fired, it produced a 
flash. When he saw the flash, the soldier with the button would press it, starting the film moving.  Because 
light travels faster than sound, he had time to switch it on before the sound reached the microphones. 

The microphones were all at slightly different distances from the gun and picked up the sound at slightly 
different times. When each microphone picked up the sound, the corresponding wire moved and its shadow 
left a “blip” on the photographic film. 

Once the film had been developed, it was possible to measure the time delay between each pair of 
“blips”. Now they had information, but still needed to find the gun. 

To do this, sound rangers would use a map mounted on a board which 
showed the locations of the microphones. Between each pair of microphones 
would be a pin. At the other end of the board, there were five time delay 
scales, one for each pair of microphones. All they had to do is connect the pin 
between each pair of microphones. The enemy gun would be located where 
the five pieces of string crossed.   

The main problem with using sound to find guns is that each firing produced 
several different sounds. The gun made a noise when it was fired, the shell 
made a noise when it broke the sound barrier in the air and again when it ex-
ploded. 

A clue to solving this problem was found by William Lawrence Bragg, a British 
scientist, while he was sitting on a toilet. He noticed that every time a gun 
fired nearby he was lifted slightly off the seat. 

This was caused by the pressure wave from the firing gun entering the pipe 
connected to the toilet. Another British scientist, William Sansome Tucker, had 
a similar experience while trying to sleep in his tent in the winter. 

William Bragg in 1915.  At age 25,He 
won the Nobel Prize in Physics in 

1915, with his father, for their work in 
X-Rays.  The youngest Nobel laureate. 
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He realised that the cold puffs of air that were making him shiver were caused by the pressure waves from 
nearby guns. Tucker designed a microphone that could detect the cooling effect of these puffs of air on a 
heated piece of platinum wire. 

This new low frequency microphone worked brilliantly. The sound of a gun firing produced a large “blip” on 
the photographic film while the other sounds barely registered at all. 

n 1917, sound-ranging was further developed so that allowances could be made for poor weather conditions, 
as sudden gusts of wind could cool the 
wire: the most effective method found 
was to wrap the devices in several lay-
ers of camouflage netting. Tucker de-
veloped a system of moveable micro-
phones to improve detection tech-
niques, allowing for a high degree of 
accuracy in determining the position 
of the enemy guns. By the end of the 
war it was possible to determine 
where the gun was pointing, and how 
large it was. The technique could also 
be extended to listen out for enemy 
aircraft; as a result, Tucker became 
Director of Acoustical Research, Air 
Defence Experimental Establishment, 
Biggin Hill.  

His work eventually led to vast parabolic 'sound mirrors' being constructed from concrete. Some of these 
sound mirrors still survive along England's south coast, such as those (right) to be found at Denge, near Dun-
geness, to the west side of a lake slightly north of Lydd-on-Sea, and others uncovered in 2014 at Fan Bay near 
Dover. Tucker's work was superseded by the development of radar, which made sound-ranging using the 
great concrete mirrors obsolete. 

In the sound ranging film above, the guns are firing just one minute before the Armistice took effect at 11am 
on 11 November 1918. The peace which followed the Armistice can also be seen as the guns fell silent after 
four years of brutal fighting.  
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World War One Today: A photo exhibition 

Starting in 2007 , and continuing through to this day, a stunning display of photographs showing great war 
battlefields as seen today has been travelling the globe,  including Canada and the US, and is featured promi-
nently at the Passchendaele Museum 

The Champagne Battlefield burial site memorial left intact along the 
original equipment and a plaque placed there by his father in 1919 

The landing at Cape Helles was part of the amphibious invasion of 
the Gallipoli peninsular by British and French forces in April 1915. 

An aerial view of the Newfoundland Memorial Park in Beaumont Hamel, Northern France, with its shell craters and trenches 
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Recently renovated monument at the summit of Hatmannsweilerkopf, on the eastern border  in the Vosges region 

A field gun is a reminder of the carnage in Belleau Wood West of Apremont in the Argonne is a steep sided ravine where an 
isolated unit of the US 77th Div fought the action which became 

known as the Battle of the Lost Battalion between Oct 2-7th 1918.  
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This Indian recruitment poster was produced with a blank strip at the bottom, so that each region could add text in their own language. This made 
the poster very flexible, as it could be adapted to meet the needs of the area it was going to. However, recruitment posters were less common in 

India, where the recruitment campaign was conducted differently. India was still a largely rural society at this time and poster campaigns were 
more associated with urban areas. 


