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When? Where? Where? What? 

    

When did this horse 
show take place? 

See page 11 

Where did Royal Navy 
move their boats over-

land? 

See page 18 

Where  is the featured 
location in this 2006 

Movie? 

See page  9 

What is the root of this 
amazing memorial ? 

See Page 6 

Engine Gondola of a Zeppelin Airship 1917.   Felix Schwormstädt 
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Western Front Association 

Pacific Coast Branch 

The Pacific Coast Branch of The Western Front Associa-
tion was founded in 1999 and has members from the 
Provinces of British Columbia, Alberta and Saskatche-
wan; and the States of Washington, Oregon, California, 
Virginia and Georgia. The worldwide membership in 
the Western Front Association is over 6,500 in 60 sepa-
rate Branches in Europe, North America, Australia and 
New Zealand. 

The WFA is non-political and does not seek to glorify 
war. Its principal objective is to perpetuate the 
memory, courage and comradeship of the people on 
all sides who served their countries during the Great 
War in and over France and Belgium, on other fronts, 
at sea and in their own countries. 

Another important objective is to inform and educate 
the public on the continuing relevance the Great War 
has on the modern world. 

Chairman:  John Azar, Victoria, BC  
Vice Chairman:  Gavin Cooper, Lantzville, BC  
Secretary:  Alan MacLeod, Victoria, BC 
Treasurer:  Blair Matheson, Victoria, BC  
Editor  Robert Forbes, Victoria, BC  
Registrar:  Chandar Sundaram, Victoria, BC 

The Listening Post 

This newsletter is produced by the Western Front As-
sociation, Pacific Coast Branch.   Membership in the 
WFA-PBC is $30.00 annually  and in-
cludes subscription to the Listening 
Post.   Submission of pictures and arti-
cles can be sent via email to  
editor@wfapacificcoast.org . 

Message from the Chairman 

Welcome to Issue 70 of the Western Front Association 
– Pacific Coast Branch Listening Post (LP) e-magazine. 
Many kudos arrive after each issue for Rob Forbes’ edi-
torial selection, layout and graphics and the quality of 
input from contributors. Thank-you and congratula-
tions to all.  

And congratulations are extended to long-time mem-
ber Warren Summers for his recent book Canadians in 
Khaki: Langley, the Lower Mainland and the Great War 
of 1914 – 1918. Based on the book review in this issue 
by Chandar Sundaram, this is an exceptional piece of 
work.  

Two new members have joined since the last LP. Wel-
come back to Tim Popp of Battleford, Saskatchewan 
(not to be confused with North Battleford across the 
river—two rival solitudes in the middle of the bald 
prairie) and welcome to Diane Johnson of Cobourg, 
Ontario. Here’s hoping they will take a break from con-
tinental March weather and join us on the Pacific 
Coast in March 2018.  

Planning for the 2018 seminar is picking-up. Although 
the suggestion box is overflowing, there are still some 
topic holes I am working to fill. The program should be 
in place when the registration call goes out in Decem-
ber. Mark your calendars: 

Annual Seminar: 9, 10 and 11 March 2018. 

Outreach in the name of the branch: I have been very 
busy as a board member and lead on outreach and 
media for the BC Afghanistan Memorial project. The 
unveiling and dedication will take place on 30 Septem-
ber 2017 in Victoria at the corner of Quadra and Court-
ney streets, Christ Church Cathedral, at 12:15. 

So, what connection has the Great War and the WFA–
PCB to Afghanistan and other conflicts?  

Well, to me, it is Relevance. Many of us who are 
steeped in the social and military history of the 
Great—and other—wars and upheavals, understand 
the importance of commemoration and we have a 
great deal to share with those learning to understand 
and cope with more modern conflicts.  

The researching, writing, presenting and reading our 
members undertake provide profound and meaningful 
examples of the importance and benefits of 

“Remembering, Honouring and Learning.” 

To those members active in relating history, not 
matter what the topic, keep up the good work! It 
is important, and the impact is often much greater 
than we sometime feel.   

John 

mailto:wfa@prfconsulting.com
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Relaunching the e-Journal 

John Azar 

With the addition of Scott Usborne’s article The Great Cavalry Debate, and Mark Mclain’s Wanders Along the 

Soca Front, the Pacific Coast Branch has re-launched the website-based E-Journal that was initiated on a trial 

basis in 2011. 

https://wfapacificcoast.org/wfa-pcb-e-journal/ 

The E-Journal is a vehicle for sharing presentations made at WFA – Pacific Coast Branch annual seminars and 

other original articles related to the purpose of the branch.  There is no set publishing date—appropriate arti-

cles and presentations will be published on-line when they have been submitted and reviewed. Notification 

of new E-journal articles will be announced in the Listening Post. 

NOTE: The E-Journal is for seminar presentations and longer original articles of four pages or more. Shorter 

articles of up to three pages in length will be included in the Listening Post magazine. Branch administrative 

and business-related information is distributed via the Chair’s Dispatch.  

Submit Your Presentations 

Many of the presentations made over the years at our annual seminar are worthy of sharing with a wider au-

dience. Recognizing that most presentations exist as PowerPoint slide shows and that presenters may not 

have the time or inclination to turn them into written articles, we offer the following editorial services: 

• Adding sufficient captions and narrative to allow a slide presentation to stand alone in the E-Journal 

• Assisting in turning a slide presentation into a feature article for publishing here and elsewhere. 

Potential Booklets/Book 

If a sufficient number of articles are pro-

duced, consideration will be given to 

publishing one or more booklets or 

books.  

Members and friends interested in sub-

mitting a presentation or article to the E-

Journal are invited to contact John Azar 

(jazar@wfapacificcoast.org).  
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Book reviews: Canadians in Khaki: Langley, the Lower Mainland, and the 

Great War of 1914 to 1918 

Chandar S. Sundaram 

By Warren Sommer, published by Langley Heritage Consultants, copyright 2017.   370 pages, 8 1/2 X 11. 
$39.94. Shipping can be arranged at cost. WFA members can also reserve a book and have it delivered to the 
conference in Victoria in March. Order can be placed with bsommer@telus.net, or by phoning 604-888-0017. 
Copies are also available at the Langley Centennial Museum 9135 King Street, Fort Langley, B.C. 

The battlefields of the Great War  were always half a world away from British Columbians in terms of geogra-

phy, but now they are far too in terms of time. This book reminds us of the part played in that great armed 

conflict of a hundred years ago by the local British Columbian communities of Langley and the lower main-

land.  Though laid out as a large format coffee-table book, it is actually much more, marrying fascinating pho-

tographs, meticulous and painstaking research, with a lively, engaging text. In the introduction, Sommer 

clearly lays out his aims, which are: 1. to present the varied and largely forgotten voices of the lower main-

land’s men and women of all classes who served and sacrificed in the “Great” war; and 2. to detail the war’s 

impact  upon the home front of the Langley 

and the lower mainland. He very successfully 

achieves these aims.  

Designed for the general public, as opposed 

to academics, the book is organized conven-

tionally, in six parts. These mainly cover the 

years of the war. The last part deals with the 

war’s aftermath.  

The book begins with brief but clear descrip-

tions of the diplomatic crisis leading to the 

war’s outbreak, Canadian preparations, such 

as the setting up by Langley council of a 

branch of the Canadian Patriotic fund to pro-

vide financial assistance and advice to wives/

mothers of men in uniform, and local reac-

tions to German atrocities in Belgium. Som-

mer does not shy away from unsavoury as-

pects, especially the heightened xenophobia 

of the mainly English and Scots population of 

the lower mainland towards the few resi-

dents of Germans and Austro-Hungarian de-

scent in their midst, which would erupt into a 

two-day anti-German riot across the strait in 

Victoria in May 1915.  
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In part 2, Sommer details the Canadians’ first deployments on the western front, at the battles of Neuve 

Chapelle and 2nd Ypres. These baptisms of fire were reported back home with a mixture of pride and sorrow. 

Pride that British Columbians had proved their military mettle alongside other troops of the Empire, and sor-

row at the large losses of killed and wounded.  

Although the majority of lower-mainland men served in the muck and mire of the western front, Somme 

carefully depicts their exploits on other fronts as well. For example, he includes interesting snippets from the 

diary of Jim Radelet, a Langley man who enlisted in February 1915 and was sent to Gallipoli as a cook and or-

derly with No. 1 Canadian Stationary Hospital based on Lemnos. Such is Sommer’s meticulousness that he 

includes a photo of Radelet, in shorts and pith helmet, perched casually on a donkey.  Sommer also details 

the experiences of three Langley women who served overseas with the medical service as nurses – Gladys 

Carvolth, who was with No. 5 Canadian General Hospital, Irene Wilkinson, who joined the US  Army Nurse 

Corps, and Ada Hope, daughter of the then prominent Langley community leader Charles Hope, who served 

in the Voluntary Aid Detachment or VAD. Again, photographs of Wilkinson and Hope are provided.  

I am not usually given to effusive praise, but I have to say that the amount and quality of the photographs in 

this book are truly outstanding, and astounding. Amongst the usual ones of soldiers training or marching, cer-

tain photos stand out, like that of: Canadian officers in the German PoW camp at Bischofswerda; Canadian 

nurses posing languidly near Marseilles while waiting for transport to their next assignment at Étaples; a 

“patriotic sewing circle”  composed of women from the Langley and Surrey districts of Fern Ridge and Ha-

zelmere; and the fifth annual picnic held in Langley held for its returning soldiers to commemorate the start 

of the war.  Especially noteworthy are the pages Sommer devotes entirely to the photographs of lower main-

land men who went off to fight, each captioned with the soldier’s name, where, and in what capacity he 

served, and whether he survived, was killed, or invalided out..  

Sommers does not stint on illustrations either. The poster advertising the “soldiers of the soil” campaign, 

which attracted over 20,000 teenaged boys to meet the shortage of labour on Canadian farms, and the illus-

tration, perhaps fanciful, of Allied troops using a captured Pickelhaube helmet to cook their Christmas pud-

ding, caught my eye. I wonder if they would have had as much success with the “coal scuttle” helmet the 

Germans later adopted. 

To conclude, this is an excellent book. Engagingly written and assiduously researched, marrying military and 

social history, it richly deserves a place on the bookshelf of anyone with even a passing interest in the all too 

human history of Langley and its environs in that terrible conflict a hundred years ago. Well Done, Mr. Som-

mer!  
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Book reviews: Zeppelins Over the Midlands 

Steve Suddaby 

By Mick Powis, published by Pen and Sword, copyright 2016.  The website is www.pen-and-sword.co.uk .  

ISBN 978-1-4737-419-4, 206 pages, maps, photos, appendix & index. US$ 39.95, UK£ 19.99. 

Zeppelins Over the Midlands is not only an excellent local 

history, it also serves as an excellent general history of 

the Zeppelin raids over England.  Mick Powis’s approach 

is to make the single massive airship raid of 31 January 

1916 the center of a broader history by following the 

crews, their airships, and the targeted cities and towns 

through the war and beyond.   

The author’s grandmother and mother, then literally a 

babe in arms, narrowly survived this raid, prompting 

Powis to devote years of research to this book.  The au-

thor was as tenacious in researching the histories and 

flights of each of the nine Zeppelins that flew that night 

as he was in tracking down the names and stories of the 

victims of this raid.  Due to the difficulties in finding 

names because of wartime censorship, his appendix 

listing those killed is probably the first time since the raid 

that virtually all their names have been published in one 

place. 

Mick Powis’s meticulous work and unique insights are 

impressive and a pleasant surprise to even a reviewer 

who has studied the Zeppelin raids for almost 25 years.  

For example, his study of the pattern of bomb strikes 

shows conclusively that Zeppelins did hover to drop their bombs if weather and a lack of antiaircraft guns 

allowed it.  He created maps from multiple sources that showed the path of each of the nine Zeppelins over 

the Midlands, often correcting errors in the maps from Britain’s official history, The War in the Air.  Unfortu-

nately, as printed, the maps almost require a magnifying glass to read the town names, but this is a minor 

annoyance in an otherwise excellent book. 

Book Review National Flowers 

Steve Suddaby 

A novel by Kermit R. Mercer, Copyright 2014. 369 pages; 2 maps. ISBN 978-1-312-04844-7, Available from 
www.amazon.com; US$18.38 softcover; US$7.99 on Kindle 

 

http://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk
http://www.amazon.com
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Years ago this reviewer wrote an article about atypical ways to gain insights about the First World War that 

go beyond studying archival documents. These methods include reenacting, building or flying replica aircraft, 

wargaming, etc.  Kermit Mercer has found yet another way to understand the war with his novel about Ver-

dun based on conversations with poilu (French soldiers) veterans.  Mercer lived in the Verdun area in 1955-

1956 while serving with the USAF.  He got to know many of the veterans when they were in their early 60s 

and they told him stories that they would never inflict on 

their families.  Mercer took no notes and made no re-

cordings – which would have halted conversation imme-

diately – but wrote down their many stories in the year 

after returning home.  His notes were not appropriate 

for a formal history but he has turned them into a grip-

ping novel with unique insights into the hell of living 

through WWI’s longest battle.  

This is not summer beach reading. One can’t help but 

share the visceral anguish felt by the poilu in Mercer’s 

description of struggling to reach the trenches in pitch-

black darkness with shrapnel air bursts exploding over-

heard.  The long-forgotten details about life in the Ver-

dun trenches are surprising and enlightening, like the 

need to always hold your utensils over a candle before 

eating to avoid dysentery or how seasoned poilu could 

tell from the location of shell bursts that an inexperi-

enced German artillery team was at work. In many ways, 

National Flowers is an excellent supplement to the re-

cently-translated memoir by Caporal Louis Barthas, Poi-

lu. This is a novel for the serious historian. 

Steve Suddaby is a member of WFA-PCB and a past presi-

dent of the World War One Historical Association. 

French Gun-
ners handling a 
37mm Gun on 
wheels 
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What’s in a Name? 

Intriguing Namesakes of the Canadian Expeditionary Force 

Alan MacLeod 

 
One of the incidental serendipities of prowling the LAC CEF database is seeing markers of how different the 

Canada of 1914-18 was from today's version of our home and native land. Namesakes are just such a marker. 

Once upon a time folks liked to name their children after famous and admired people—explorers, scientists, 

authors and poets, great military leaders and yes, even politicians and statesmen. Initially I noticed this ten-

dency without really meaning to but nowadays I pay attention to given names and like to speculate about 

what they say about public values in the 1890s when soldiers of the future CEF were delivering their first hol-

lers.  

The dreams of Bonnie Prince Charlie came to grief at Culloden Field in 1745. But memories endure. Sixty-one 

CEF soldiers—many of them with Scottish surnames—bear the given names Charles Stuart. But those num-

bers pale compared to the honour bestowed on another hero of Old Scotland: 146 CEF soldiers bore the giv-

en names William Wallace, after the revered 13th Century Scots warrior. 

Famous explorers were honoured. Six CEF soldiers bore the given names David Livingstone; another six were 

Morton Stanley, in 39 cases—including my great-grandfather's—parents admired both men and thus anoint-

ed their sons 'David Stanley'. 

In some cases it was cherished writers parents felt inclined to pay tribute to. Just one CEF soldier was named 

William Shakespeare, two were Charles Dickens, three Samuel Johnson, seven Alfred Tennyson. Twenty-

one CEF soldiers were named for the Victorian poet Charles Browning and a whopping 57 for John Milton.  

Philosophers and religious men were also honoured: nine CEF soldiers bore the name Martin Luther; another 

twenty – presumably all Presbyterians – went by the name John Knox. At least one Canadian parent must 

have admired the author of The Communist Manifesto: the database includes one Karl Marx. 

Scientists were honoured too: there is one Charles Darwin in the database and five Issac Newtons. Military 

heroes too: two Napoleon Bonapartes, eight Horatio Nelsons. Even outlaws were admired and honoured in 

the naming of children: 17 members of the CEF bore the given names Jesse James. 

My aforementioned great-grandfather was Canadian but his Cape Breton grave is adorned with a badge re-

flecting that he was a veteran of the US Civil War. He named his fifth son, Harrison Lincoln after two US Re-

publican presidents. He was not unique. A good number of CEF volunteers were Americans, so it is no sur-

prise that U.S. presidents are reflected in the CEF database: there are three Abraham Lincolns, eight Benja-

min Harrisons and 40 Grover Clevelands.  But the namesake president who outranks the others is America’s 

first: 84 CEF soldiers bore the given names George Washington. 

The U.S. Civil War—or the War Between the States if you prefer—generated namesakes too. There was one 

CEF soldier christened Ulysses Grant and two named Jefferson Davis—after the president of the U.S. Confed-
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eracy. Two more made their way through life with the moniker Robert Edward Lee; another had parents 

content with a middle initial: Robert E Lee. 

At the start of the war the CEF was comprised largely of British-born volunteers. Just one soldier was named 

for Conservative prime minister Benjamin Disraeli, but 15 were named for Liberal PM William Ewart Glad-

stone.  

Nowadays in Canada politicians seem often held in low esteem. How many Canadian children born in the 

last decade were named after Steven Harper or Jean Chretien? It wasn't always so. Canada's first prime min-

ister was John A. Macdonald. Ten CEF soldiers had John Macdonald as given names including at least one 

with the full handle: John Alexander Macdonald. Nova Scotian Charles Tupper was Canadian prime minister 

for just three months in 1896 but that was long enough for 18 future CEF soldiers to be named in his honour.  

And who is the Canadian politician-statesman honoured more than any other in my travels through the CEF 

database? He is the chap whose image adorns our five-dollar bill: 93 soldiers in the CEF database have the 

given names Wilfred Laurier. Laurier won four general elections and was Canada’s Liberal prime minister 

from 1896 to 1911. By 1914 Robert Borden was prime minister and Laurier leader of the opposition. Among 

the 93 Wilfred Lauriers in the CEF were Wilfred Laurier Churchill, Wilfred Laurier Currie, and yes indeed, 

Wilfred Laurier Borden. 

'Bleriot' by John Young. 

This painting depicts one of the reconnaissance missions performed by the fledgling Royal Flying Corps over 
Belgium on August 22, 1914. This aircraft is a French-built Bleriot monoplane which was one of the types 
flown by the RFC during the August campaign. 
The reconnaissance missions gave timely warning to the commander of the BEF, Sir John French, informing 
him of the approach of Von Kluck's German army which was threatening the flank of the outnumbered BEF, 
following the un-expected withdrawal of neighbouring French forces. 
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The Battle of Mărăști 

The Romanian front had been relatively quiet since January 1917, since the Germans had called off their 
offensive in late January. Romania had lost two-thirds of their country and needed time to rebuild their ar-
my; their Russian allies were quickly preoccupied with their own internal troubles. But by the summer, the 
Romanians were determined to go back on the offensive. They wanted to retake their country and prove that 
they were a valuable part of the Allied war effort, even after their disastrous debut.  

The Romanian General Headquarters together with the Russian High Command on the Moldavian Front had 
drawn up an offensive plan, which called for a double strike: one in the Marasti area and the other on the 
lower part of the Sereth River, in the Namoloasa area. It was hoped that this way the German 9th Army 
would be encircled and destroyed and then the advance could continue towards Ramnicu Sarat. 

Plans were made for the offensive in late July, at which point the Central Powers would hopefully be distract-
ed by the Kerensky Offensive to the north. 

Of course, by late July, the Kerensky Offensive had petered out and then suffered significant reverses, and 
cold feet began to abound. The Romanian PM attempted to call off the offensive only hours after it had start-
ed, but was overruled by the King, the Chief of the General Staff, and the ranking Russian general in the area. 

The artillery preparation began in the morning of 22 July 1917 and lasted until the evening of the following 
day. The bombardment had managed to disorganise the German fortifications and make 12 breaches in the 
barbwire nets, the Romanians decided to attack on 24 July. 

At 04:00 on July 24, the Romanian Second Army under Averescu attacked around Mărăști, to the west of the 
Siret. The First Army was due to attack across the Siret further east the next day. Although there had been 
substantial warning of Romanian preparations, the Austrian and German defenders were confident in their 
positions and had not sent any reinforcements to the area, which had been steadily stripped of soldiers 
bound for Italy and Galicia over the course of the year. This gave the Romanian Second Army at least a three-
to-one advantage in infantry in many places. 

The Russians and the Romanians on the left 
flank of the attack hit and quickly over-
whelmed the German 218th Division. Gen-
eral Seeckt despaired: “strong is my fear 
that nothing can be done with this divi-
sion….It is no longer capable of resistance.” 
The division lost 1500 prisoners that day, 
with the remainder precipitately retreating 
back. The Romanian left flank advanced two 
miles on the first day, exceeding even their 
initial expectations. The right flank, without 
adequate artillery support and attacking 
into more difficult terrain, had failed to 
make any progress. Nevertheless, the day 
was seen as a great success for Romanian 
arms, and Averescu was eager to continue 

the attack the next day. 

The Germans, meanwhile, quickly realising the threat the Romanians posed, Mackensen hastily draw up 
plans for a general counteroffensive–but it would be some time before they would be ready. 
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Massed bagpipes - 150 pipes with 82 drummers  part.— © IWM (Q 2121) 

The “Grandstand” - IWM Photo © IWM (Q 2130) 

Just Horsing Around 

 General Sir Douglas Haig, the C-in-C of the British Army, chatting with a pipe major—© IWM (Q 2118) 

Horse jumping competition - IWM Photo © IWM (Q 2130) 

In the middle of May 1917, the battles of Arras were drawing to a close and it was possible for the sorely-
tried troops to have some relaxation.  Above are photos from a horse show on May 17 at Liencourt, west of 
Arras, where the troops had their playground and there was laughter in Arras.  The horse show was held by 
the 15th (Scottish) Division. 
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Prelude to Revolution: Petrograd Demonstrations 

Alexander Rabinowitch 

The photograph represents the second of three major anti-government demonstrations held between Febru-

ary and July 1917. On 18 June, the Bolsheviks successfully turned a 400,000-strong mass march on the Field 

of Mars conceived by moderate soviet leaders as a show of socialist unity and a demonstration of support for 

their moderate policies into a strong expression of the expanding popularity of the radical Bolshevik pro-

gram. 

In early June the Bolsheviks – partly in response to pressure from militant elements among Petrograd factory 

workers and soldiers of the city’s war inflated garrison threatened with transfer to the front – began prepara-

tions for a mass political protest demonstration. The Bolshevik leadership was forced to abort this event at 

the last minute, after it was banned by the moderate socialist-controlled First All-Russian Congress of Soviets, 

then meeting in Petrograd. However, the Bolsheviks eventually got the better of this clash with the 18 June 

demonstration depicted here. 

Sunday, 18 June, was a clear, windy day – ideal parade weather. It was already warm in the early morning, 

when crowds of sailors and workers began assembling at designated points throughout the city, and prompt-

ly at 9:00, to the strains of the Marseillaise, the first elements in the parade began moving down Nevsky 

The banners in the center and on the right of the photograph read in Russian: “Мир всему миру. Вся власть народу. Вся 
земля народу”; “Долой министров-капиталистов” – [“Peace worldwide. All power to the people. All land to the peo-
ple”; “Down with the capitalist ministers”] The line at the bottom of the photograph reads in Russian: “Политическая 

манифестация 18-го июня 1917 г. Петроградъ” – [“The political manifestation of 18th June 1917. Petrograd”].  
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Prospekt. The Executive Committee of the Petrograd Soviet and the Presidium of the Congress marched at 

the head of the parade. At the tomb of the heroes of the February Revolution on the Field of Mars long col-

umns of soldiers and workers, several abreast, filed silently by, lowering their fluttering banner in tribute to 

the fallen heroes, only to raise again as they marched proudly away. 

The huge demonstration (it lasted until late in the afternoon) was turned into a clear indication of the attrac-

tiveness of the Bolshevik program and the effectiveness of Bolshevik techniques. Regiments marched un-

armed under predominantly Bolshevik slogans. Occasionally, one saw specifically Socialist Revolutionary and 

official Soviet slogans but they were the exception. Pavel Miliukov, the liberal Kadet (Constitutional Demo-

crat) minister who had, by then, resigned as Foreign Minister, conceded that the 18 June Demonstration re-

vealed that in Petrograd the Bolsheviks had the upper hand, as had been shown even in a demonstration in-

tended to be friendly to the Provisional Government. 

 

 FOR EVERMORE: Cobble Hill, BC 

Alan Macleod 

Though not a passion shared by millions, contem-

plating the names on a community war memorial is a 

diverting, absorbing and rewarding endeavour for the 

curious few.  

Nowadays Cobble Hill, British Columbia, is agricultural 

country with a growing reputation for the products of 

its vineyards. A century ago, at the time of the Great 

War, it would have been lumbering that occupied the 

energy of many of its young men – young men who in 

1914 and 1915 set down their crosscut saws, took up 

a rifle and went off to war. And in many cases never 

returned home. 

On a cold February day in 1920, just fifteen months 

after the Armistice, the province’s premier, John Oli-

ver, was among the throng gathered to commemo-

rate the community’s new war memorial, a white 

stone obelisk bearing the names of a dozen men and 

one woman who had stepped forward to do their du-

ty for King and Empire and paid the ultimate price for 

having done so. Looking at the names set out on any 

war memorial always inspires speculation and imagi-

nation; the finely made Cobble Hill monument is no 

exception. 
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The first name listed on the Cobble Hill obelisk is that of A. E. H. Lye. Alfred Edwin Hilton Lye was 33 years of 

age when he enlisted at Victoria in the 2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles in November 1914. He gave his trade as 

rancher, his address as 1632 Amphion Street, Oak Bay, and his next-of-kin as his wife, “Mrs. Lye”. Alfred Lye 

went off to war and for more than three years managed to endure in the land of the living. By February of 

1918 Lye had received an officer’s commission and was serving with the Fort Garry Horse. The ‘Circumstance 

of Death Registers’ kept by Library and Archives Canada are often fascinating but seldom fulsome or rich in 

detail. In the case of Lieutenant A. E. H. Lye we learn from his register card simply this: that on 26 February 

1918 he succumbed to wounds at No. 55 Casualty Clearing Station. Lt. Lye’s final billet is Tincourt New British 

Cemetery, about four miles east of Peronne.  

It is not only young men who were casualties of war in Belgium and France. Fifty-six nurses died too, one of 

them Dorothy Twist, remembered for evermore on the Cobble Hill obelisk. Dorothy grew up not far from 

Cobble Hill, at Shawnigan Lake. Most nurses did their duty as members of the Canadian Army Medical Corps; 

Nurse Twist was one of more than three hundred who served in the Voluntary Aid Detachment. She is the 

only VAD nurse who died in service, of Spanish influenza 26 September 1918, forty-six days before the Armi-

stice. Nursing Sister Twist is one of 107 Canadians buried at Aldershot Military Cemetery in Hampshire. 

Sometimes a name on a monument delivers little more than mystery. Such a name at Cobble Hill is ‘W. Pe-

rune’. Among more than six hundred thousand names catalogued in the LAC soldiers database there is just 

one Perune: Ambrose Perune of Edmonton was a defaulter under the Military Service Act of 1917. No soldier 

named Perune appears anywhere in the Commonwealth War Graves Commission database of men and 

women who died in the war, neither Canadian nor any other nationality. Who is W. Perune? Why is he 

named on the Cobble Hill monument? The mystery will likely persist. 

Standing before the Cobble Hill cenotaph the observer’s eye might well be drawn to an out-of-the-ordinary 

name. Beauvoir Nelson of Mont Clair, New York, gave his age as 18 and his trade as rancher at the time of 

his enlistment very early in the war, 17 September 1914 at Valcartier, Quebec. Fighting in the 7th (1st British 

Columbia) Battalion, young Nelson was killed in action 24 April 1915 in the Canadian attack on St. Julien dur-

ing the Battle of Second Ypres. By then he was 19. Private Nelson has no known grave: he is among 6,928 Ca-

nadians who fell in Belgium and are commemorated on the great monument at Menin Gate.  

Someone else named on the Cobble Hill monument had much in common with Beauvoir Nelson. Like young 

Beauvoir, Horace Leslie Ravenhill enlisted 17 September 1914 at Valcartier. In his service attestation Raven-

hill listed his trade as ‘Bush Whacker’, gave his birthplace as Newcastle on Tyne, Northumberland, and his 

age as 24. He too served in the 7th Battalion, he too died at Second Ypres, 24 April 1915 – the same day as 

soldier Nelson. And there is one final thing the two young men of Cobble Hill soldiers have in common: like 

Nelson, Ravenhill’s body was not recovered and identified. He too is remembered for evermore on the 

Menin Gate in Ypres. 

The next time you chance upon a community war memorial bearing a short list of names of those who fell in 

the Great War, take a few moments to contemplate the names, but beware: who knows where the contem-

plation might lead.  
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 Passchendaele—A Multi-national Effort 

Imperial War Museum 

The Third Battle of Ypres is commonly known as Passchendaele after the village captured by Canadian troops 

on 6 November 1917. This however is only part of the story. The British-led offensive in Flanders aimed to 

break out of the Ypres Salient.  

The attack entered a new phase when between 20 September and 9 October forces under Field Sir Douglas 

Haig fought eastward along the Menin Road, through Polygon Wood and around the villages of Broodseinde 

and Poelcappelle.  Only on 12 October did the first attack on Passchendaele take place. When this failed, 

fighting to secure the village continued from 26 October. When the offensive was closed down for the winter 

on 10 November the advance to Passchendaele had pushed the German army back just five miles. 

Haig committed a total of 

fifty-five divisions to his 

offensive in Flanders. The 

majority of these were 

British and included English, 

Irish, Scottish and Welsh 

troops. As the largest com-

ponent of Haig’s army, vary-

ing numbers of these divi-

sions fought in every battle 

of the Third Ypres campaign, 

suffering in the region of 

215,000 casualties. 

The Australian contribution 

to the offensive numbered 

five divisions and of eleven 

major attacks made during 

the fighting, five were led by 

Australian units. During 

Third Ypres the Australians 

suffered 38,000 casualties. Likewise, the four Canadian divisions involved in the offensive were increasingly 

used as assault troops leading four major attacks, including the final advance on Passchendaele village. Total 

Canadian casualties during the fighting numbered 15,654. The single New Zealand infantry division also 

fought during Third Ypres losing 4,353 men. A South African Infantry Brigade also took part in the offensive 

suffering 1,255 casualties.  

To the north of Haig’s force was the French First Army. Advancing on a four kilometre front the six French 

divisions made good progress throughout the campaign for the loss of 8,527 men. 

Battle of Polygon Wood. Troops of the 10th Battalion, Royal Welch Fusiliers, drawing bombs at Clapham 

Junction on the Menin Road prior to their attack on Zonnebeke, 25 September 1917—© IWM (Q 5999) 
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Ten Months on the Run 

SMS Emden, an Imperial German cruiser raiding British commerce, arrived off of the Keeling Islands, South of Su-

matra in the Indian Ocean early in the morning of November 9th, 1914. Her crew was hoping to destroy the tele-

graph cables which ran through Direction Island, in the Keeling atoll. These cables were used to communicate be-

tween the British Colonies and military. It was hoped that their destruction could cut off the British fleet from the 

rest of the Empire. Kapitan Leutnant Hellmuth Von Mücke, the Emden’s Executive Officer, was tasked with leading 

their destruction. 

Von Mücke was in charge of a landing party sent from the SMS Emden to destroy the British underseas cables 

used for communications throughout their empire. His 50-man landing party arrived on Direction Island shortly af-

ter 06:00 AM. Emden was anchored nearby, awaiting a coaling ship.  

The landing party quickly rounded up the local officials on the island and explained their new situation. Von Mücke 

gave his word that none of the local men would be harmed, so long as they did not get in the way of the German 

troops. Their targets were the radios, telegraph equipment, and cables, not the people.  

The landing party set about destroying every piece of equipment they could find, burning much of it in a large fire. 

They cut the cables and were preparing to return to the Emden when everything went wrong. The Emden sounded 

her siren, signaling those on shore to return as quickly as possible. The landing party headed back to their mother 

ship in a small steam launch, and two rowboats. But the Emden had weighed anchor and began steaming away. 

The landing party was marooned. 

It soon became clear that 

the Emden was under at-

tack from the Australian 

Cruiser HMAS Sydney. 

Outgunned, the Emden put 

up a fight, but soon 

steamed out of view of the 

island (and was ultimately 

lost). Von Mucke knew that 

other British ships would 

soon come to check on the 

condition of the communi-

cations station. His men 

had to escape, and quick-

ly.  

Again they rounded up the 

locals and told them that 

the schooner Ayesha, an 

old freight hauler sitting at 

anchor in the harbor, was now Imperial German Property. The locals encouraged Von Mücke not to take her, for 

his own sake. She was old, poorly maintained, and had a rotten bottom. But von Mücke continued and began to 

provision her. The locals even joined in, having been treated well by these strange Germans they felt little enmity 

The crew loading into their steam launch and row boat as they head out to Ayesha, shortly after realizing 
the Emden wasn’t returning. 
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towards them. They gave them newspapers, clothes, blankets, and what food 

they could spare. 

Just before nightfall the schooner, now SMS (Seiner Majestät Schiff, German 

for His Majesty’s Ship) Ayesha, sailed out heading for Padang, a neutral 

Dutch port in Sumatra. They had to skirt around dangerous reefs and shoals, 

survive massive storms, and even dodge detection from the enemy. One tor-

pedo destroyer found them, but rather than attacking, the officers and crew 

merely watched this small strange sailing vessel. Passing only a matter of 

yards off Ayesha, the warship’s crew must have been completely baffled by 

this old schooner manned by a ragtag group of German seamen. 

 They finally made it to Padang on November 25th but were only given 24 

hours to refit. To make matters worse, the Dutch were refusing to allow cloth-

ing or charts to be sent on board. The crew had cobbled together a chart 

made from various almanacs, stories, and guess work, but it was not accu-

rate, or safe to use. Despite the danger, von Mücke, and his crew were forced 

to set sail again, heading south and hoping to meet with a German steamer. 

After two weeks of almost blind sailing, they finally stumbled on the steamer Choising, a German merchant sailing 

from Padang. Von Mücke arranged for his men to transfer onboard, and for him to take command. After offloading 

her supplies, they had to scuttle the Ayesha. But this proved harder than expected, and the little schooner kept fol-

lowing the Choising as if refusing to give up. Finally, the Choising came to a stop, and the whole crew watched as 

the little schooner slowly sank. 

Disguising themselves as the Shenir, a British ship sold to an Italian firm in Genoa, they steamed for Arabia. They 

had just learned that the Turks had joined the war as an ally of Germany and knew that their best chance for sur-

vival was in friendly territory. They avoided shipping lanes, taking a circuitous route around the Indian Ocean, and 

approached Hodeida, Yemen, early in January 1915. But spotting a French cruiser off the shore, the landing party 

left the Choising in long boats, and rowed and sailed towards the shore. 

Finally making it to Hodeida itself, they were then faced with how to return to Germany. At first, a land route was 

attempted but then abandoned. Instead, the men took two small dhows – Arab sailing vessels – of about 40 feet 

each. Again they snuck forward until they reached Al Qunfidah in late March of 1915. From here they skirted the 

British blockade in the Red Sea, and proceeded by land on camels and donkeys to Djedda, surviving a three-day 

attack by 300 Bedouins along the way. It was later discovered that these Bedouins were supported by the British, 

as they carried British rifles. Finally, on the 9th of April they left Djedda, again returning to the sea in dhows. Sailing 

northwest they reached El Wegh, southwest of the rail station at Al-Ula. On May 2nd, they set out by camel again, 

traveling overland through the sparse and open terrain. 

By this time news of their amazing journey had reached the world. By the time they reached Al Ula, there was al-

ready a train waiting for them, accompanied by two German diplomats and a Turkish military detachment. From 

here their journey was finally easy. They rode the train north through the Middle East to Anatolia. Along the way, 

they finally received mail, a constant stream of food and drink, and even Iron Crosses, awarded to the entire land-

ing party for their bravery and skill. Over their ten month journey from the south Pacific to Germany, they lost ten 

men, but had gained the respect of the German nation, and the world alike. 

Kapitain Leutnant Hellmuch Von Muecke in 
1916 
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Lake Tanganyka, A Strange Battle 

Gabe Christy 

Lake Tanganyika is the longest freshwater lake in the world, and a natural wonder but one of the strangest 
battles of WWI took place on its placid waters.  

Lake Tanganyika sits between Tanzania (then German East Africa) and the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(then Belgian Congo). The Allies wanted to capture German East Africa, but they needed to control the lake 
to do so. The Germans, however, dominated the lake due to their ship the SMS Graf von Goetzen. 

British troops were able to push into German territory from the sea and coast, but the great lake severely 
hampered their inland movements. German control of the lake meant they were able to move troops along it 
and redeploy behind British lines, thwarting any invasion. 

First Sea Lord Henry Jackson was in charge of bringing the war to Germany’s colonies, but he needed ships. 
Germany also had two converted steamers the Hedwig von Wissmann and the Kingani on the lake. Both were 
small and lightly armed, but they harassed Allied positions on the shore. Jackson needed a way to bring a 
boat to the lake, launch it, and then fight and win against the Germans. 

A big game hunter and Boer War veteran John Lee advised Jackson that he knew of a way to get boats to 
Lake Tanganyika. The SMS Graf von Goetzen had been built in Germany, disassembled, packed into over 
5,000 crates, and shipped to Dar es Salaam in Africa. From there, it was transported overland to a shipyard 
on the lake, where it was reassembled. She was then armed with two 37mm Hotchkiss Revolver Guns from a 
scuttled commerce raider the Moewe, making her even more dangerous. 

Lee believed that small motor gunboats, brought to the river through inland routes would be able to defeat 
the larger ship, especially if given guns with a 7,000-yard range, enabling them to outmaneuver and outgun 
any of the German craft on the lake. They just needed a man to lead the expedition. 

They found one; Lieutenant Commander Geoffrey Spicer-
Simson. He was known as a braggart, a liar, a hot head, and 
was the oldest Lieutenant Commander in the British Navy at 
the time. More importantly, he knew the region, spoke 
French and German and was both available and willing to 
lead the expedition. His previous ship had been torpedoed 
and sunk while he was entertaining guests on shore. 

Simson selected two 40 foot armed motor launches named 
HMS Mimi and HMS Toutou and 27 men. They set out from 
England on board a transport ship for the voyage to Africa. 

Meanwhile, Lee set out north through the bush, clearing a 
path for Simson and his boats. Simson landed at Capetown 
and loaded the two boats onto a train bound for Fun-
gurume. From there, they used oxen, steam tractors, and 
brute force, to pull the motor boats overland nearly 150 
miles, rolling them on logs. The operation was certainly one 
of the most eccentric and strangest attempted during the 
war, but there was no better way available. They made it to 
another railway, at Sankisia, then to Bukama, a short river 
journey to Kabolo, and a final rail journey to Lukuga, where 

The overland route of HMS Mimi and HMS Toutou 
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the boats were launched into Lake Tangan-
yika. 

On December 1, 1915, the Kingani was 
spotted by the British vessels. They killed 
the commander and knocked out Kingani’s 
only gun; all achieved in only 11 minutes. 
Simson had his first victory, a German ship 
captured, no loss of life, and without 
alerting German forces. The Kingani was 
refitted and named the Fifi. 

Gustav Zimmer, commander of the Ger-
man vessels in the lake, did not investigate 
the Kingani’s disappearance until mid-
January. He sent the Hedwig to scout for 
the missing boat, but it was spotted by the 

Allied ships, which by then had three motor launches and a wooden whaleboat. They set out to intercept the 
lone German boat. 

As the Hedwig approached, they opened fire. After missing several times, they scored a hit, and the Hedwig 
began to flood. Another direct hit blew up her boiler, and she sank. The British vessels returned to their port 
with German prisoners, and the 1st German Naval Ensign captured by the Royal Navy during WWI. 

Due to their successes on the lake, the Allies 
had advanced by land and established an air-
base on the Western shore. In June 1916 
they launched and air raid on German posi-
tions. 

Unknown to British forces, the Goetzen’s 
guns had been removed to support Paul von 
Lettow Vorbeck’s guerilla campaign in the 
region. She had become a deterrent, rather 
than a combatant. On July 26, 1916, the 
Goetzen was scuttled in 20 meters of water, 
effectively ending the Battle of Lake Tangan-
yika.  

The war might not have been fun, but it was 
certainly interesting.  

Loading one of the large guns on the Graf von Goetzen 

HMS Fifi, originally the Kinganai 

Log chopping contest 
at the Forestry Camp 
near Pont Remy in 
which Australia beat 
Great Britain, Canada 
and New Zealand, 15 
September 1918 
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Italian War :Loan poster using the “Kitchener Finger” 


