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In Delville Wood, the South African Brigade (in their first battle in France), had some savage fighting. “The Devil’s Wood” was one of several
engagements in the larger Battle of the Somme. The South Africans, as part of the 9th Scottish Division, captured the wood on 15 July and
held it ’til the 19th, incurring more than 80% casualties over those four days. Delville Wood was recaptured at the end of the seven-week
battle.. Newsreel footage can be watched here of the dedication of the memorial in 1926.

Who?

Where?

What?

How?

Which famous movie
producer had these
models built ?

Where can you see this
beautiful memorial ?

What happened to astronomers during the
war ?

How did the Battle of the
Somme get started ?
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Message from the Chairman
Welcome to issue 66 of the Listening Post (LP), the
newsletter/magazine of the Western Front Association
– Pacific Coast Branch. Thanks to editor Robert Forbes
for producing another fine issue.
As this is the first issue of the LP since our 2016 annual
seminar in March—when I took over as chair of the
branch—a special expression of gratitude must go out
to Peter Broznitsky for his many years of diligent service as chair. Peter now replaces Sidney Allinson as
Past-chair and this frees him up to participate in the
next seminar as a presenter.
Before agreeing to become the fourth branch chair, I
emphasized that I would place considerable importance on outreach by using the branch name to encourage and assist initiatives that fostered Great War
commemoration. As well-informed amateur and professional Great War military and social historians, the
remaining years of the centenary are an important
time for us to encourage remembering, honouring and
learning from the sacrifices and events of that first
global cataclysm. One step towards this mission is to
make the LP available to the general public by posting
it to our revamped website several weeks after it has
gone to members: www.wfapacificcoast.org/
listeningpost
A new members-only forum—Dispatches from the
Chair—will be used to address issues related to internal branch operations and policy. The first Dispatch
addressing issues raised at the March 2016 AGM will
be distributed in June.
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Western Front Association
Pacific Coast Branch
The Pacific Coast Branch of The Western Front
Association was founded in 1999 and has members from the Provinces of British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Ontario; and the States
of Washington, Oregon, California, Virginia, Georgia, Massachusetts and Michigan. The worldwide
membership in the Western Front Association is
over 6500 and there are 60 separate Branches
and Branch Chapters in Europe, North America,
Australia and New Zealand.
The WFA is non-political and does not seek to glorify war, nor is it a re-enactment society. Its principal objective is to perpetuate the memory, courage and comradeship of the people on all sides
who served their countries during the Great War
in and over France and Belgium, on other fronts,
at sea and in their own countries.
Another important objective is to inform and educate the public on the continuing relevance the
Great War has on the modern world.
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Treasurer
Editor

John Azar, Victoria, BC
Doug Slowski, Nanaimo, BC
Gavin Cooper, Lantzville, BC
Robert Forbes, Victoria, BC

Past Chair

Peter Broznitsky, Vancouver, BC
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The new website will continue to grow as an outreach
tool as new features are added over the coming
months. A section now exists for the sharing of past
seminar presentations that are lying buried in the authors’ computers. Let’s get them out there for wider
viewing. Please contact me for instruction on how to
get your presentation posted.
Planning is well underway for the 2017 seminar, so
please mark your calendars and plan to join us in Victoria on the 3, 4 and 5 March 2017.
John Azar
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This newsletter is produced by the Western Front
Association, Pacific Coast Branch. Membership in
the WFA-PBC is $35.00 annually and includes subscription to the Listening Post. Submission of pictures and articles can be sent via email to
editor@wfapacificcoast.org .
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The Hidden Treasure Room and the National Museum of the US Army
Member Bill Schaub forwarded this fascinating picture presentation on the amazing collection of artifacts
owned by the US Army. The link below will take you to a tour of the secure warehouse facility where the collection is stored pending the creation of National Museum of the US Army.
http://www.buzzfeed.com/bennyjohnson/inside-the-armys-spectacular-hidden-treasure-room
The US Army is the only branch of the American Armed Forces without a national museum. The following
websites provide information on the architecture,
exhibit design and other aspects of the impressive
complex that will be located at Fort Belvoir, approximately 30 minutes south of Washington, DC.
http://thenmusa.org/about-the-museum.php
https://armyhistory.org/about-the-museum/
There is no indication on either of these sites on
the proposed opening date, but the association
president is hopeful for starting in 2018…. Fundraising is underway!

Remembering the Landing of the AEF
This magnificent bronze monument, known as “Sammy” stands
proudly in St. Nazaire Harbor.
With outstretched arms and a
sword in his hand, a doughboy
stands on the back of a giant eagle
that has just landed.
It was designed by Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney, daughter to Cornelius Vanderbilt, and wife to
banker Harry Witney. Inaugurated in 1927, it commemorated the
10th anniversary of the arrival of
the US Army on 27 July 1917.
She created many sculptures as
memorials and monuments including memorials to the Titanic
and the Washington Heights monument for World War One in New
York City
This AEF monument was destroyed by the Nazis during their occupation of France in 1941 but was rebuilt
in 1989 following a Franco-American subscription campaign.
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Annual Conference 2016
Photos by Alan MacLeod and Robert Forbes
In March of this year, a gathering of members of
this association was held at the Canadian Scottish
(Princess Mary's) Regiment’s Officers’ Mess, in Victoria. Over two days, friendships were renewed
and knowledge imparted. Here are some of the
highlights of the conference .

Sherri Robinson and Diana Pedersen engage in spirited conversation.

John Azar, our new chairman

Jim Kempling presents Canadians on the Somme

Ted Leaker tells us about the history of the Service Corps and Supply Trains
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Gavin Cooper, Treasurer, shows off his quaich cup at the Mess
Dinner, with Jaqueline Patten, wife of the branch’s founder Jack.

The Listening Post

5

Issue 66 — Spring 2016

Rollie Keith briefs us on tank development in the great war

“Paying the Piper” at the Mess Dinner head table. Gavin McLeod, Jaqueline Patten,
Yvonne von Ruskenveld, John Azar and piper Len Campbell

Scott Usborne makes a point

LCol Stephen Sawyer, CO of the Can Scots was
our guest speaker

Caroline Duncan gives an update on the Saanich
Remembers project

The Currie Room—our home for the weekend.
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Ruth and Atholl Sutherland Brown

Alan MacLeod brings birdsong to the conference

Susan Neeson and the Roses of Pocardy
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Attendees enjoyed a weekend of interesting lectures, good food and fine fellowship

Next year’s conference will take place at the
Officer’s Mess of the Canadian Scottish Regiment in
the Bay Street Armouries in Victoria.
Ensure you have set the calendar to attend!

March 3-5
2017
Margaret Watt and Robert Forbes
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1916 — 2nd Canadian Division Baptism of Fire
After the Second Battle of Ypres, the British strove to improve their position in that sector and an operation
was mounted the object of which was to eliminate a small German salient that encroached on the line near
the village of St. Eloi, situated on rising ground 5 kilometers south of Ypres. The plan was to explode mines
beneath the German front-line trenches followed by an overwhelming assault to drive the defenders back.
For some months British army sappers tunneled towards the enemy lines until, by late March, the desired
point was reached and six massive mines were set in place.
Ay 0415 on March 27th the guns opened on the German positions and shortly thereafter the mines were
detonated. The initial assault was made by the British Third Division but it was only partly successful and a
stalemate ensued, with heavy losses on both sides.
The situation was chaotic.
The tremendous eruptions on
the front of 600 yards at all
over the landscape. Landmarks had vanished. Trenches had caved in. Rain turned
the tortured ground into a
sodden mess. To compound
the problems. the bad weather prevented aerial observation.
On the night of April 3-4 the
Second Canadian Division
took over the British position
for the next 13 days the ebb
and flow of battle raged with
the craters changing hands
several times. There were few trenches to occupy, and what there was available was waist-deep in water.
Lack of adequate intelligence, the dreadful state of the ground, and a commanding position of the more
powerful German artillery, adversely affected operations.
On April 16th the weather improved and aerial photographs of the field of conflict for made. When the relative positions of the opposing forces were revealed orders were issued to cease further attacks.
Lord Beaverbrook describe the scene most poignant a in “Canada in Flanders”, Volume 2 :

“From high up it looks so clear but to the men struggling in the dark over that quagmire,
sweating to dig themselves in by daylight under the pitiless hail of death, it appeared confusion
worse confounded. Looking down from a great altitude on the passionless picture and high relief it is hard to imagine that here men battled in the mud till they do so no more, and tasted
the bitterness of failure as they fought and died for their country. All this chaos was to the advantage of the Germans ones they had seized the dominant position.”
For two more weeks the guns thundered but the salient remained largely in German hands. In early June,
the 2nd Canadian Division moved north to the Hooge sector and Mounts Sorrel.
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The Great War Exhibition:The Chunuk Diorama
In Wellington, New Zealand you can visit the amazing Great War Exhibition, created by Sir Peter Jackson, the
producer/director of the Lord of the Rings and Hobbit movies. One of the tremendous displays is a massive
diorama depicting the Gallipoli campaign’s Battle of
Chunuk Bair.
The diorama is over ten metres long and has more than
5,000 meticulously hand painted miniatures, handled by
140 wargaming volunteers. Each figure was hand painted, dust sprayed onto the boots and then varnished prior to being ready for the display.
The real terrain around Chunuk Bair was mapped by laser surveying, and the digital map was then used to
guide the computer controlled lathe to shape large
blocks of styrofoam to form the miniature terrain. Foliage was applied based on reference photos of the reallife vegetation on the Galipoli, which took more than
two weeks to complete.
The landscape was then cut into blocks that would fit the elevator of the building, transported and reassembled so that the thousands of figures could be attached.
The trench lines were placed based on aerial photos taken in 1915 so that everything really looked as it did in
August 1915.
The attention to
detail is astonishing and really
captures the
bravery and carnage on both
Kiwi and Turk
sides.
Brigadier Johnson’s dugout. He was recovering from a hangover.

Read all about the diorama on
their blog at
anzacdiorama.blogspot.ca/
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A Group Photograph
Amanda Cable, Daily Mail
When Andrew Tatham, 51, great-grandson of commanding officer Colonel Walton first saw this photograph,
he vowed to uncover the men’s stories. He spent 21 years tracking down surviving relatives and his book, A
Group Photograph, has sold almost 5,000 copies by word of mouth.

Picture of 46 members of the 8th Berkshire Regiment was taken in their camp near Warminster, Wiltshire, in 1915

Andrew, an IT specialist from Fakenham, Norfolk, says: ‘I was 16 when my great-grandmother showed me
her husband’s letters home from the Front, and I was deeply moved. ‘I stumbled across this photograph in
March 1994, as I was researching my great-grandfather in the reading room of the Imperial War Museum. I
was instantly struck by the faces looking back at me and I wanted to know what had happened to them.
‘Some of the men died just eight days after they arrived in France. They faced the Battle of Loos, then the
Somme, the 3rd Battle of Ypres and the German Spring Offensive of 1918.
‘Decades later, some relatives still found it almost too painful to recall the men they had lost. I contacted the
only daughter of 2nd Lieutenant Will Bissley, who was killed four days before she was born. Even at the age
of 81, Betty initially found it too upsetting to talk about him. Only once I had met her daughters did she write
an eight-page letter telling the story of how her parents fell in love as children. Her mother had kept a lock of
Will’s hair for the rest of her life.’
Andrew also researched 2nd Lieutenant Mervyn Phippen Pugh, who survived, despite a bullet hole in his helmet. His grandson is Daily Mail cartoonist Jonathan Pugh.
Andrew says: ‘Some of the men lived brief lives, but together they left 41 children, 69 grandchildren and 106
great-grandchildren — so their legacy remains.’
A Group Photograph - Before, Now and In-Between, £21.80 (including postage within the UK) available from
www.groupphoto.co.uk/the-book You can read some brief details on the lives of
these men in an article from the Daily Mail.
Captain Lionel Huddlestone Edwards: SURVIVED Lionel missed the battalion’s first
attack at Loos after he developed trench fever, but returned to lead a company into
the second attack and was shot in the groin, with the bullet emerging from his left
buttock (much to the amusement of his friend, Charles Bartlett). In later life, he had
to have both legs amputated as a result of his injuries, and was nicknamed ‘Lionel the
Legless’ by his godson.
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Frank Hurley — The Mad Photographer
Australian Frank Hurley was accompanying Shackleton to the south pole when
war broke out, but when he got back home from the bottom of the earth to the
land down under, he was put into service with the Australian Imperial Force as
an official photographer..
Some of Hurley's most famous images of the war were taken during the Passchendaele campaign in the second half of 1917. He ran considerable risks to get
his shots, earning the name 'the mad photographer' from the troops. War affected Hurley deeply but he also found the battlefield fascinating.
A self-described "showman", Hurley had spent years producing popular attractions using the latest photographic and film techniques, and he was confident
that he knew which images would engage the public's imagination. His methods,
particularly his use of composites, led to arguments with the influential Charles Bean and, at one stage, Hurley threatened to resign rather than give up the practice. A compromise was reached, but in late 1917, Hurley
was sent to Palestine.
He took many well-known images of the Australian Light Horse and the Australian Flying Corps, finding the
relative peace there in stark contrast to what he called 'the hell of France'. He stayed just six weeks, then
went to Cairo where he met opera singer Antoinette Leighton. They married on 11 April 1918, after a ten day
courtship, and Hurley returned to London to work on an exhibition of Australian war photography.

Death;s Highway, an exposed road in the battlefield near
Ypres, 1917

Tank disabled in the mud near the Menin Road during the Battle of
Ypres, 1917
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Here we can see a composite picture titled “An episode after the Battle of Zonnebeke” which certainly captured the
imagination of its viewers. 1917-era photoshopping!

The morning after the first battle of Passchendaele showing
Australian Infantry wounded around a blockhouse near the
site of Zonnebeke Railway Station, October 12, 1917

Soldiers of an Australian 4th Division field artillery brigade on a duckboard track passing through Chateau Wood, near Hooge in the Ypres
salient, 29 October 1917.
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Hill 70 — A new memorial for 2017

The Battle of Hill 70 saw an outnumbered Canadian Army Corps seize a critical point on
the German defensive line in August of 1917. Taking this vital high ground, which overlooked the town of Lens, were 14 Canadian battalions, under the command of General
Currie. The Corps took the ridge from six German battalions, and subsequently succeeded in defending their ground against a counter-attack of 15 German battalions.
There were over 8,000 Canadian causalities. Six Victoria Crosses were awarded. Although
very much on a par with the earlier action at Vimy Ridge, the battle of Hill 70, conducted
primarily by Canadian troops, and under sole Canadian command, is not recognized formally as a significant
event in Canadian history. There is no distinguishing feature to honour the men who achieved this stunning
victory, and nine decades after the event, the issue remains a subject of discussion and concern amongst historians within and outside of Canada.
With the enthusiastic support of the citizens
of Loos, the Project Team has secured a
prominent location just inside the Canadian
front lines of August 1917, next to the Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery. The
opening of the monument is scheduled to
take place on the battle’s 100th anniversary.
You can read about the project, and make a
tax-deductible donation for this monument
at http://hill70.inorbital.com/
General Currie watches his troops marching to a rest area
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Somme 100
In commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the Battle of the Somme, the City of London will have numerous exhibits and events throughout the rest of the year.
Fields of Battle, Lands of Peace will be open at the London Guildhall from 1 June through 5 July, and will feature the photography of Mike St. Maur Sheil. This display has been seen throughout France and England, and
Turkey.
This image is a reminder of what Winston Churchill
described as ‘...ramparts hundreds of miles long,
ceaselessly guarded by millions of men, sustained by
thousands of cannon’.
This stretch of German front line trench at Beaumont
Hamel was the objective for the British attack here
on 1 July 1916: the attack was a total failure and the
story of the Newfoundland Regiment which was destroyed here forms a major part of virtually every
tour of the Somme.

One of the largely ignored battles of the First World
War is the French offensive in Champagne during the
period of 22 Sept - 14 Oct 1915 when they suffered
191,000 casualties.
Today one of its most poignant reminders is the isolated Ferme de Wacques cemetery created by Pere
Doncoeur, the Chaplain to the 28th Brigade. Sitting
atop a low rolling hill near Suippes it commemorates
the 1,133 men killed or missing in a five day period.

Here hidden in a cave is a stunning carving of a
French ‘poilu’ standing sentry in a trench amidst
some mountains whose steep slopes would suggest
the Vosges. The detail is so detailed that one can almost smell the tobacco in the pipe clutched in his
hand whilst a rat is stealthily trying to gnaw its way
into his discarded rucsac.
These men spent five years of their young lives away
from home with the constant threat of death hanging
over them. Small wonder they turned to the arts for
solace - poetry, writing and as in this case, some
amazing carvings.
13

The Listening Post

14

Issue 66 — Spring 2016

The Military Museums Mural of Honour
Calgary, Alberta

The completed mural was unveiled on 9 November 2007.The mural comprises 240 separate images in a 20foot by 12-foot mosaic. The 240 tiles that represent Canada’s military history from the Battle of 1812 to present day operations are highlighted by the interactive display, which you can see at
www.themilitarymuseums.ca/mmural/mural_main.html

#13 Maurice Crabtree

Maurice was a law student in Toronto, Ontario when he enlisted in
the Canadian Expeditionary Force February 1916. Lieutenant Crabtree was awarded the Military Cross for conspicuous gallantry during
an important raid upon the German lines to the north of Avion,
France in September 1917.
During this raid, he led a bombing party under heavy fire, and in hand
-to-hand fighting killed one man and captured two . He was 23 years
old at the time.
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#150 Wallace McMullan
Wallace McMullan served with the 47th Battalion of the Canadian
Expeditionary Force. In November 1918, Wallace was involved in an
action in which he was recognized with the following citation:
“For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty, on 1st November,
1918, during the attack on Valenciennes, seeing a number of the enemy running into a large factory , he followed them in singlehanded
and found them establishing machine gun posts. With great daring
he rushed the party, killing and capturing all the crews with their
guns. He personally reconnoitered the streets in front, under very
sever machine-gun fire, killing two snipers and capturing a machine
gun.” For his bravery, he was awarded the DCM.

#213 Joe Milner, Sr.
Joe Milner Sr. was born in Yorkshire, England and immigrated to Canada with his parents in 1910. He served with the 17th Cavalry Field
Ambulance in Winnipeg, Manitoba before the war and attained the
rank of Sergeant Major in April 1914.
When World War 1 broke out, Joe was one of the first Canadians to
enlist and with his militia experience, he was put in charge of recruiting for the 17th Cavalry Field Ambulance. He served overseas
with the 56th Battalion, as a First Aid instructor. During World War II,
Joe served with the BCATP. He was killed in a plane crash in 1947
with five other RCAF members, while flying out of Whitehorse, YT

#172 John Valentine
John Cuthbert Valentine (Bert) enjoyed the rare distinction of having
served in both World Wars. Born in Ireland, he immigrated to Canada with his parents in 1911, and served with the North West Mounted Police. He joined Lord Strathcona’s Horse in early 1917, and was
sent to England in October of the same year.

As one of the survivors of the Battle of Moreuil Wood, he witnessed
the end of the German Spring Offensive in 1918. After this battle he
was promoted to Lance Corporal. After the war, Bert remained active in the militia and was promoted to major in 1933. At the outbreak of WWII, he was appointed paymaster with the Calgary Highlanders, and by the close of the war was supervisor for all
Canada pay services in Northwest Europe.
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Lochnagar Crater
Lochnagar crater was formed at the very beginning of the Battle of the Sommer. Lochnagar was blown at
7:28 AM on 1 July 1916, easily the largest of 19 mines detonated to signal the advance.
The tunnels for the mine were started on November 11, 1915 and after digging nearly 1000 feet towards
enemy lines, it was branched into two directions. The branches went for about 100 feet, which was dug by
bayonet. The explosive chambers were enlarged as close as 100 feet from the German positions, and then
packed with a total of 60,000 pounds of
ammonal. In order to ensure the blast
would focus its energy upwards towards the enemy, the chambers, sixty
feet apart, were blocked up and
tamped.
Captain James Young of the 179th Tunnelling Company. Royal Engineers,
pressed the switches and observed that
the firing had been successful. Captain
Young had blown the mine crater half a
mile south of the village of La Boisselle.
This was the biggest of the Great War to
16
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that point— a single, vast, smooth sided, flat bottom chasm measuring some 220 feet (67 metres) diameter
excluding the lip, and 450 feet (137 metres) across the full extent of the lip. It had obliterated between 300
and 400 feet (91 and 122 metres) of the German dug-outs, all said to have been full of German troops.
In eight successive waves the infantrymen of the 34th Division stood up from their trenches, and in the
straight lines prescribed, officers in front as ordered, set off at a walk to attack the German front line trenches. One mile behind the British front line the four battalions of the Tyneside Irish Brigade climbed from their
trenches on the ridges, and started down the hillside. In a matter of minutes this Brigade had sustained
heavy casualties from enfilading machine gun fire.
During the intensive bombardment of the previous days the Germans had sheltered in their deep bunkers,
tormented by the incessant concussions as they were battered by the British artillery fire. But they had survived and so had most of their barbed wire. The silence of the barrage lifting was the signal for them to
come up from their deep dugouts, hauling their machine guns with them, and taking their positions in the
line. Through the smoke and the haze of gunfire the German defenders peered out on an astounding site,
successive waves of British soldiers marching steadily toward them as if on parade. The enemy were offering
themselves as perfect targets.
The slaughter was immense, the machine guns cut down the British infantry like a farmer's scythe cuts hay.
Within minutes German artillery was raining down on the attacking survivors, the neat regimental rows of
British soldiers had disappeared.
In 1978, this crater was purchased by Richard Dunning with the aim of preserving it for future generations. A
ceremony is held at 7:28 AM every July 1 in commemoration.

These two photos of the bottom of the crater were taken approximately 90 years apart
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Canadians at Bramshott
Only 318 remain, buried in the
church yard of St Mary the Virgin
Bramshott. Bramshott Common
became home during World War
One (and the war that followed),
to thousands of Canadian troops
from all over Canada. The graves,
and 30 more, are tended by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission.

The First World War camp was
established on the heathland between Bramshott and Liphook;
row upon row of wooden huts for
the men to sleep in, a hospital
and open air theatre and stage.
Administered from the great
sprawling British Army facilities at
Aldershot, the camp was serviced
from a line of hastily erected corrugated iron huts which kept the
camp well provided for all its various needs, with a cafe, bank,
shop, cinema and various other
entertainments. All quite astonishing when you think of it all
spread along the main road opposite where the ruin of the Spaniard Inn still stands. This section
of road now sadly depleted of the
maple trees that were planted all
down the centre remind us of a
time when this part of Hampshire was home to thousands of Canadians.
A large hospital was opened at Bramshott, caring for those soldiers who
were sick, succumbing to changes in climate and exposure to different
viruses and bacteria. The war wounded also were brought here to be
tended. Sadly many of the soldiers having survived the war fell victim to
the Spanish flu pandemic that unleashed itself in 1918. The church yard
at Bramshott became the final resting place of many of these casualties.
The three stained glass windows above the alter are beautifully created,
commemorating the thousands of troops from two world wars who
camped in Bramshott.
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Astronomers and the Great War
Timing, as they say, is everything. That was especially true for a German expedition to watch
a solar eclipse in August of 1914. After many
months of planning, the scientists headed to
Crimea. During the eclipse, they hoped to test
some predictions by a young Albert Einstein.
His equations were suggesting that the Sun’s
gravity would deflect starlight that passed close
to its surface.
When the expedition left Germany, there was
talk about a recent political assassination in
Austria. By the time it got to Russia, though,
talk had turned to war. Russia arrested the scientists, although it traded them for some German prisoners. For these and many other astronomers, though, Albert Einstein would have
to wait — the first World War was under way.
British papers characterized the August 1914 total eclipse across most of east-

In fact, most astronomical matters would have
ern Europe as an “Omen Faustum” suggesting this was an auspicious omen.
to wait. Hundreds of astronomers and physicists fought in the war. Others helped develop and apply technology for military purposes. They devised
better lenses for navigational instruments, for example, or calculated the paths of artillery shells.

Karl Schwarzschild was the director of the Astrophysical Observatory in Potsdam — the top job in German
astronomy. And he was interested in the emerging field of general relativity — a theory of gravity.
When war broke out in 1914, the 41-year-old Schwarzschild quickly volunteered for military service. He became an artillery officer, and served on both fronts. But during breaks he continued his research. And when
Einstein completed his theory in November of 1915, Schwarzschild dove into the equations — and came up
with the first solution.
Among other things, his work demonstrated that any mass that was small enough and heavy enough would
collapse to a single point. Its gravity would be so strong that nothing could escape its grip. In today’s language, the object would become a black hole.
Schwarzschild published a couple of other papers in 1915 as well. By then, however, he was suffering from a
skin disease that he’d contracted on the Russian front. He was released from service in March of 1916 — but
it was too late. Schwarzschild died on May 11th
Edwin Hubble, of Hubble Space Telescope fame, had just been offered a job at Mount Wilson Observatory in
California, home of a brand-new 100-inch telescope — the world’s largest. But Hubble decided to join the
army instead. He quickly finished his Ph.D., then enlisted in mid-1917. He was made a major and given command of a battalion. But he didn’t make it to France until shortly before the war’s end, so he didn’t see combat.
The Great American Eclipse will be traversing through the center of the United States in August 2017—the
first eclipse to hit North America since 1979. One of the best spots to see it will be in Madras, Oregon!
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Indian recruiting posters offered material inducements instead of patriotic ones. Translation from Urdu:
“Who will take this uniform, money and rifle ? The one who will join the army.”
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